
 
 
   MARCH POST 
 
Springtime at Redwood not only brings the promise of warmer weather but introduces the 
many exciting and busy activities that continue throughout the remainder of the school 
year. 
  
The pilot bell schedule ended on February 12, and we are back on our standard daily 
schedule for the rest of the semester.  We will be collecting feedback from staff, students 
and parents, and the staff will be examining the feedback and coming to a decision about 
next year’s bell schedule by the end of April.  Thanks so much for your patience and 
flexibility during the pilot schedule.  Change is always disruptive but it is worth the effort 
in the pursuit of improved education for our students 
  
Spring sports have started, offering both students and parents the opportunity to come and 
check out some of our talented athletes.  For a complete schedule of sports teams and 
activities, please go to the Redwood Athletics website at 
http://redwoodathletics.onlinesports.com/. 
  
The Redwood Foundation has been hard at work getting ready for the fundraising event 
of the year, “Redwood Rocks”, on March 12th.  This is a fabulous, fun-filled event where 
all the proceeds support the students and teachers at Redwood through the RHS 
Foundation.  I hope that you will join us for this wonderful event! 
  
This year we will be running the Every 15 Minutes Program on March 10th and 11th.  This 
event drives home the message that it is never safe or smart to drive a vehicle while under 
the influence or to get into a vehicle driven by someone under the influence.  Many 
people are hard at work behind the scenes to make this program a success, including 
Twin Cities Police Authority, Larkspur-Corte Madera Fire Department, the California 
Highway Patrol, the Marin County Coroner’s Office, Assistant Principal  Chad Stuart, 
and many parents volunteers, students and staff.  My hope is always that the lessons from 
Every 15 Minutes will stay with our students and have an impact on the decisions they 
make throughout their lives.    
  
During the spring semester, the majority of the State testing takes place.  Assessing 
students against standards continues to be an effective model for improving both the 
performance of students and schools.  Redwood continues to be identified as one of the 
highest achieving high schools in the state.   
  
On March 16th and 17th our sophomore class will be taking the California High School 
Exams (CAHSEE).  Juniors who have not yet taken the high school exit exam or not 
received the requisite scores will also test.  It is a point of pride that all of our seniors 
have taken and passed this requirement.  Results of the CAHSEE will be made available 
in May. 
  



During the week of April 19th – 23rd, our 9th, 10th, and 11th graders will be taking the 
STAR (State Testing and Reporting system) exam.  During STAR testing, Redwood will 
have a special schedule.  This schedule will be emailed to all homes soon.  I am asking 
for your support to ensure the school’s success in the important state accountability 
measure.  STAR scores are used to generate the Academic Performance Index (API) 
score for each school, which is the state mandated school accountability measure.  The 
state requires at least 95% of the enrolled students to participate in taking this test in 
order to receive an API score.  This test also provides diagnostic information about a 
student’s performance in each of the core academic areas. 
  
Students who are interested in the AP/Honors program at Redwood may now review the 
matrix of information online at www.redwood.org, listing requirements, meeting dates, 
and entrance examination dates.  We ask that you take the time to discuss realistic 
expectations with your student.  Too many students load their schedules with AP and 
Honors courses only to find that they become overwhelmed with amount of work, 
reading, and the amount of time necessary to successfully complete the coursework.  
Remember that Redwood offers excellent opportunities throughout our course offerings 
that both challenge and support students.  
  
Please don’t forget to join us on April 8th for our Open House.  The evening will start at 
6:30 PM.  This is a great opportunity to visit classrooms, meet Redwood’s talented staff 
and see examples of student work.  Look for the informational letter coming home later 
in this month for more details.  
  
The components of a successful school include not only fabulous students and dedicated 
staff, but also tremendous support from the parents and community.  Thank you for your 
continued support of our staff and programs at Redwood High School. 
  
~ Nancy Neu         
 
 
 
 
 
  Dear Redwood Parents, 
                   
   This spring the PTSA is involved in a variety of endeavors on your behalf. We are 
searching for next year’s committee volunteers, facilitating parent education speaking 
engagements, assisting with the Redwood Rocks Foundation fundraising event and much 
more. We invite you to participate in the following: 
  
Parent Education Events 
  
March 4, 2010, 8:30AM Kreps Conference Center-- Redwood Resource Officer Patty 
Monge, Assistant Vice Principal Chad Stuart and Coordinator Margaret Catelli will be 
present and answer questions about “Every 15 Minutes.” 



March 18, 2010 at 7PM in CEA, author Po Bronson of the New York Times bestselling 
book "NutureShock - New Thinking About Children" will speak. 
  
April 1, 2010  "How to Raise Good Cyber Citizens"  presented by Redwood Teacher 
Tara Taupier. How can we teach our children to be responsible and safe in the cyber 
world? There are many tools available to parents to help navigate the sometimes-
overwhelming advice about keeping children safe on the Internet. We will briefly look at 
some organizations and the literature they provide as well as websites dedicated to raising 
good cyber citizens.  
  
April 22, 2010 7pm in the Small Gym "Meet Your Kids: An Interactive Dialogue on 
Risk, Risk Management and Coping With Marin County High School Students." Meet 
Your Kids is a 90-minute interactive dialogue panel designed specifically for Marin 
County parents of high school students. In this program local high school students discuss 
the hot issues related to risk, risk management, and coping that parents need to 
understand, with a direct, candid, “tell it like it is” approach. In this fast-paced program 
parents will learn how high school students deal with *Drugs *Sex *Depression *Suicide 
*Family conflict and communication *Educational pressure *Peer pressure and more! 
Presented by the Marin County Teen Mental Health Board 
  
Redwood Rocks 
        FRIDAY, MARCH 12, 2010 ▪ an all-school fundraiser with proceeds funding a new 
computer lab. 6:30- 11:00 pm  Mill Valley Community Center ▪ 180 Camino Alto, Mill 
Valley.   
 Click here to read the flyer 
<http://www.redwoodhsfoundation.com/downloads/RRflyer.pdf>   
 Click here for Party & Donation Certificate 
<http://www.redwoodhsfoundation.com/downloads/RRdonate.pdf>  
  
Faculty Appreciation 
  
The PTSA is planning a faculty appreciation lunch May 13th. To assist with planning this 
lunch contact Joy Simmons at joy@simmons.com. To contribute to monthly faculty and 
staff appreciation drawings please contact Ann Gordon at apgordon@aol.com or Jody 
Coker at jodycoker@comcast.net. Monthly donations are distributed randomly to 
appreciative faculty and staff.  
Thank you for supporting the Redwood High School PTSA programs. I hope you can 
attend the events we have lined up for you this spring. 
  
Sincerely, 
Susan Livingston 
Redwood PTSA 
  
 
 
 



 
March 2010 PTSA POST Calendar: 
 

2    - Board of Trustees mtg. 7:00 p.m., Kreps 
4 - PTSA mtg. 8:30 a.m. Ð Kreps 
 - Achievement Luncheon 
7 - Daylight Saving Time Begins 

     10 - Every 15 Minutes at lunch (closed campus) 
 - Pigskin mtg., 7:00 p.m. in Rm. 120 

11  - Every 15 Minutes Ð (Thursday assembly schedule.) 
 - Parent to parent mtg. Ð Kreps 
 - Eighth grade parent night, 6 p.m. in gym 
12  - Redwood Rocks, Mill Valley Rec. Center  
13 - SATÕs 
16  - CAHSEE (High School Exit Exam) 

 - Board of Trustees mtg. Ð 7:00 p.m. Ð Kreps 
17 - CAHSEE (High School Exit Exam) 
 - Drama - Shakespeare in LTH at 7:30 pm 
18 - Ninth grade enrollment Ð RHS gym - 1:00 - 6:00 p.m. 
 - Drama - Shakespeare in LTH at 7:30 pm 
20 - Drama - Shakespeare in LTH at 7:30 pm 
22 - No School for Students Ð Staff Development Day 
24 - Guest passes due in Rm. 107 by 3:30 p.m. for FridayÕs dance  
 - Drama Ð Shakespeare #2 in LTH at 7:30 pm 
25 - Spring Rally (rally schedule) 
 - Deadline to purchase Dance Tickets in room 107 Ð 3:30 p.m. 

- Drama - Shakespeare in LTH at 7:30 pm 
26 - Tour of School, 8 a.m., Kreps 

- Spring Dance 8-11pm in gym (all tkts pre-sale only) 
 - Drama Ð Shakespeare #2 in LTH at 7:30 pm 
27 - Used Book Sale - 8a.m. to 1 p.m. in CEA 
 - Drama Ð Shakespeare #2 in LTH at 7:30 pm 
 
4/1 - PTSA meeting, 830 a.m., Kreps 
 

 
 
PTSA News 
     
 
 
 
“A high-school teacher, after all, is a person deputized by the rest of us to explain to 
the young what sort of world they are living in, and to defend, if possible, the part their 
elders are playing in it. “ Emile Capouya 



You can thank the Redwood staff for representing our generation, every day with our 
teenagers, through the PTSA Staff Appreciation drawing. Our next drawing will be held 
on March 4th with only three more drawings this year.  We have awarded nearly 70 gifts 
to some very happy staff so far this year, but we still have a long way to go to reach 
everyone. Please contribute to these monthly drawings with a gift of retail or restaurant 
gift certificate, event tickets, or anything a teacher would love. Each gift we give is 
valued at $50 or more; we can bundle gifts if you would like to donate something 
smaller. Your gift can be dropped off at Nancy Neu’s office care of her assistant 
Samantha Miller or complete the form below and we will contact you. (No checks or cash 
please.) 
 
We would like to thank the following donors for participating in our most recent 
drawings with gifts for our teachers and staff:  Kevin & Denise Jones (Allison 11); Katie 
Paulsen (RHS Staff); Alan Baer (Molly 9); Jody Coker & Mark Dosker (Elliott 12); 
Antoinette Snyder (Bryce 10); Hamid & Jasmin Mashouf  (Arman 10); Monica & Daniel 
McGue (Nate 12); Martha & Steve Petrakis (Steven 12);  Shahrokh & Azar Sayadi (Azita 
12); Susan & George Livingston (Madison 11); Ann Gordon & Alan Lefkof (Teddy 12); 
Jeanne & Peter Tymstra (Eric 12 / Matthew 12); Steven & Keri Pardella (Doug 9); Marc 
& Monica Sherman (Phoebe 2009 / Isabel 10); Pat & Sheri Bechelli (Beau 11); Mike 
Perigo & Monica Bonny (Sasha 9); John & Jane Thornton (Matt 9); Jeffrey Goodrich & 
Mary Jameson (Michael 11 / Grace 9); Anne Hunt Archer & Graham Archer (Caroline 
Hunt 9); Michael & Armelle Futterman (Emilie 2008/ Hanna 11 / Madeleine 10)  
  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Clip and return this form and we will contact you, or send your gift directly to: 

 
20009-10 Redwood Staff Appreciation Drawing 

C/o Sam Miller 
Redwood High School 

395 Doherty Drive 
Larkspur, CA 94939 

 
Yes, we’d like to donate! 
 
Parent(s) Name    Student   Grade____________ 
 
 
Phone Number    Email (if preferred)________ ___________ 
 
Ann Gordon     Jody Coker     
apgordon@aol.com    jodycoker@comcast.net 
789-0726     924-1590 

 
 
 
 



   2010-2011 Redwood PTSA Slate of Officers 
 
 We respectfully submit the following slate of officers for the executive board to 
be elected at the April 1, 2010 general membership meeting: 
 
Executive Board President, Judy Groesbeck  
Executive Vice President, Jean Lin 
1st VP-Parent Education,   Rebecca Paul-Chayra 
2nd VP-Drug and Alcohol Awareness, Laurie Dubin  
Secretary, Barbara Redman 
Treasurer, Maria Clothier  
Auditor, Lisa Berling  
Parliamentarian, Mikel Naso 
Sincerely, 
Mikel Naso, Chair, Nominating Committee 
Armelle Futterman, Nominating Committee 
Danelle Leong, Nominating Committee 
Teresa Pollitt, Nominating Committee 
Lynn Tallerico, Nominating Committee 
Jane Thornton, Nominating Committee 

 
 
 
 

LAST CHANCE TO ORDER INSCRIBED BRICKS  
FOR INSTALLATION PRIOR TO 2010 GRADUATION! 

 
DonÕt feel left-out at graduation when you realize you never got around to ordering your 
brick! Inscribed bricks and tiles are still being sold for installation in RedwoodÕs lunch 
plaza. 
Deadline for orders has been extended until April 1 at 3 PM. Prices range from $150 to 
$1000, so you can tailor the size of your donation. Order on-line at: 
http://redwoodptsa.org/  Pay with PayPal, or with printable form delivered/mailed to the 
school office. Funds raised are used to further the PTSA missions.  
Questions? robin@mollers.us, keri@iactions.com  
 
 

Parents of the Class of 2010 

Please alert your student that it’s time to confirm how their name will appear on their 
diploma.  

Your students' name appears on their report card or on-line via our Home Access Center.  
Student names are also posted on the door of the Counseling Office.  

Names will appear as shown on diplomas (first name/middle name/last name), unless 
your student informs Nancy Malcolm or Jean Leutwyler in room 103 to change it. 



The deadline to change how a students' name will appear is  Friday, March 12. 

 
 
Dear Redwood Parents:  
  
Grad night 2010 is coming up and we need your support, to help keep our graduates safe 
and sober on the biggest celebration night of their high school careers.    
  
Here's what you can do to support your student's school: 
  
1. SEND A CHECK.  Your Phantom Tea Party invitation may still be under the pile on 
your desk.  Please take care of it before you forget (and so we can figure out how much 
we'll have to spend!)   Your contribution is needed this year more than ever, due to the 
challenging economic climate. 
  
2. DONATE PRIZES FOR OUR GRAND PRIZE RAFFLE. Large gift cards, Giants 
Tickets, I-pods, cameras, Xbox, WII, or any other donation that would make a fun prize 
for a new graduate. 
  
3. HELP OUT WITH THE PARTY: Contact volunteer coordinator Anne Jackson 
(provide contact info) if you can volunteer to help set up, run, or breakdown the 
party!  The event takes place on Thursday, June 10. 
  
Thank you for your help. 
 The Grad Night Committee 
 
P.S. Know that you are helping to keep our kids safe and sober on what is traditionally a 
dangerous night for brand new high school graduates. 
 
 
 
Parent Education 
 
March 4, 2010, 9am in Kreps Room 
A Parent's Introduction to "Every 15 Minutes" 
Redwood Resource Officer Patty Monge, Assistant Principal Chad Stuart and 
Coordinator Margaret Catelli will present an introduction to the "Every 15 Minutes" 
Program, which will take place during the school days on March 10, and 11. 
 
March 18, 2010 7pm in CEA 
Author Po Bronson and New York Times Bestseller "NutureShock" 
Learn why many of modern society's strategies for nurturing children are backfiring.  
Topics include sibling relationships; praising child's effort vs. intelligence, sleep 
deprivation and its effect on school performance, and much more! 
 



April 1, 2010 9am in Kreps Room 
"How to Raise Good Cyber Citizens" presented by Redwood Teacher Tara Taupier.  How 
can we teach our children to be responsible and safe in the cyber world?  Learn how to 
navigate the sometimes-overwhelming advice about keeping children safe on the Internet. 
Help your child understand that what they post on a social networking site communicates 
something to the world about them. 
 
April 22, 2010 7pm in Small Gym 
"Meet Your Kids: An Interactive Dialogue on Risk, Risk Management and Coping with 
Marin County High School Students” presented by the Marin County Teen Mental Health 
Board. In this interactive dialogue a panel local high school students discuss in a direct 
and candid "tell it like it is" approach how they deal with drugs, sex, depression, suicide, 
family conflict, communication, educational pressure, peer pressure, etc. 
 
Please visit the Redwood High PTSA website for more detailed information on parent 
education events at Redwood and the Community Announcements page for parent 
education events in our community. 
 
 
 
 
 
FOUNDATION PAGE 

If you haven’t yet donated to the 2009-2010 Annual Giving Campaign, please donate 
now. Your donation helps us determine the funds available for the grant requests in 
March. The Foundation accepts cash, checks, credit card, as well as stock donations. We 
even offer monthly payment plans. The easiest way to donate is to go to our website 
www.redwoodhsfoundation.com or call the Foundation Office at 924-6793.  

 
We are grateful for the help of the following donors:  
(RHS Foundation Donors as of 01/12/10 
 
Benefactor $5,000+ 
 
Anonymous 
George & Katherine Carver 
L.J. & Elizabeth Cella 
Jim & Bitsa Freeman 
Bruce & Joy Goldberg 
Ed Jameson & Monica Burke 
George & Susan Livingston 
Byron & Teresa Pollitt 
David & Jean Suliteanu 
Lawrence & Catherine Way 



 
Patron $2,500+ 
 
Anonymous 
John & Amanda Anderson 
Kirby Bartlett & Lisa Choy 
Blum Family 
Rich Fike & Sara Thorpe 
James Gibbs & Martha Vujovich 
Erik & Anne Gilberg 
Jonathan & Judith Groesbeck 
Claude & Katie Jarman 
Steve & Paula Johnson 
Eva & Scott Killips 
Clark & Deirdre Lehman 
Kevin & Karen Mangan 
Edna Nakamoto & James Garrison 
Michael & Jamie Oechsel 
Ken & Jeannie Perry 
Leif & Debbie Petersen 
Vicki Peilen 
Frank & Julie Pizzo 
Jeff Schlichting & Leigh Estes 
Lyle Shlager & Andria Langenberg 
Michael & Joy Simmonds 
Dennis Sullivan & Rosa Guevara 
David Thompson & Maureen Broderick 
Adam & Libby Tracy 
 
Major Donor $1,500+ 
 
Bruce Amos & Nancy Whelan 
Anonymous 
Rich & Ronnie Beaumont 
David & Ann Becker 
Rob & Erin Becker 
Brian & Marcia Bidwill 
Stephen & Ann Broad 
Tom & Susanne Conneely 
Samuel P. & Henriette Corn 
Evan & Valerie Cox 
Ferenc & Karen Dobronyi 
Edna Wardlaw Charitable Trust 
Michael & Armelle Futterman 
Jeffrey Goodrich & Mary Jameson 
Gary & Jennifer Hankamer 



Bill & Melody Healy 
Mr. & Mrs. Marcel Houtzager 
Ron & Teri Jacks 
Steve & Julie Kimball 
Robert Kokka & Rene Cournoyer-Kokka 
Alan Lefkof & Ann Gordon 
Norton & Jean Lin 
Suzanne Mellen 
Robert Mittelstaedt & Anita Hansen 
The Montesinos 
Rob & Cynthia Peterson 
James & Mona Helen Renney 
Eric & Barbara Roberts 
Nathan & Yardena Roth 
Glen & Debbie Roycroft 
Steve & Kelley Ryan 
Ken Schnoll & Linda Boghrati 
Matti & Rod Shoja 
Scott & Jennifer Sinclair 
Joe & Sara Spero 
Paul & Paula Strand 
Len & Lynn Tallerico 
Steve & Andi Thompson 
Eric & Debbie Toizer 
Kurt & Cynthia Trutner 
Peter & Jeanne Tymstra 
Hank & Susan Wirta 
Paul & Betsy Zeger 
 
Sponsor $1,000+ 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Ian Ausin & Marjorie Sun 
Hossein & Soori Arzang 
John & Kathleen Belzer 
Dean & Lisa Bentley 
Eric & Sally Blatt 
Bob & Tracy Blum 
George & Karen Bongiorno 
Tom & Tish Borden 
Dale & Mary Bryan 
Philip & Rosanna Chenette 
Julio & Edna Cifuentes 
Michael & Mary Connolly 
Scott & Laurie Dubin 



Robert & Rita Dulebohn 
John & Renie Dupar 
Gus & DeeAnn Ezcurra 
Randy & Sharon Faccinto 
Jeff & Shelley Finci 
Gian & Melanie Giusti 
Robert Glaser & Shari Graham-Glaser 
Jonathon & Donna Goldman 
Stephen & Carole Gray 
Bob & Karrie Groves 
Joel & Betsy Hausman 
Dan & Sara Heller 
Todd & Nancy Hooper 
Marwan & Ziao Jabri 
Bruce & Kay Jones 
Bob & Elizabeth Julian 
Robert & Dorothea Kennedy 
Robert & Carla Kennis 
Sean & Ann Killeen 
Kreitzberg Family Foundation 
Rick Krueger & Susan Whitney 
The Leeds Family 
Nancy Light & Brian Delahunt 
Mark & Berta McDonnell 
Jane Meill 
Edward & Denise Miller 
Dave & Heidi Minnick 
John Mix & Susan Moore 
Kirk & Nancy Mulligan 
Rich & Marie Narlock 
Bill & Genine Osher 
Maurice & Gayle Palumbo 
Charles Panfely & Judy Husen 
Paraventi Jones Family 
Michael & Linda Perrella 
Steve & Martha Petrakis 
Michael & Ardith Plimack 
Joe & Margee Poen 
John & Janet Polachek 
Rich Reese & Lauren Howard 
Robert & Joy Rudy 
Charles & Mary Sink 
Jeff Slavitz & Nancy Sumner 
Robert & Sharon Staley 
Georgia Stapleton 
Paul & Ellie Stein 



Thomas & Holly Strobel 
Robert & Izabela Tekiela 
John & Jane Thornton 
Kincaid Toy & Joyce McDonald-Toy 
Veronica Tunucci 
Hugh & Donna Van Ness 
Valerie Von Burg 
Eric Watterud 
Peter & Ellen Whalen 
The Woolard Family 
John & Sheri Yu 
Alan Yukawa & Suzanne Phister 
 
Donor $500+ 
 
Bruce & Ellen Ahlbom 
Bruce M. Albini 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Allan Balmain & Rosemary Akhurst 
Karen & Jim Barrett 
Richard & Lisa Berling 
Barry & Kim Blue 
Kathy Burkart & Cindy Lima 
Machelle Burkstrand 
Igor & Tatiana Cherkas 
Larry Chu & Tasmin Pesso 
Kelle Clark 
David Elliot Cohen 
Michael & Sarah Cooney 
Brian & Mariko Dunne 
Philip Fant & Carol Glaser 
Timothy & Diana Fitzpatrick 
Bernard & Carole Fried 
Brian & Margie Gab 
Bob Goldsborough 
Mark & Kelly Hanley 
Michael & Libby Hatfield 
Brooks & Beth Hoehn 
Helen Holden-Gladsky 
Jim Horan & Tara Sullivan 
Bob & Lori Horton 
Edward & Heidi Hugo 
Karl Huie & Ghava Chung 
Iftikhar & Jill Hussain 
Shigeki & Keiko Ito 



Jim & Tami Jackson 
Ronald & Marie Jacobs 
Paul Johnson & Lori Selleck 
Jeffrey Kaufman 
Mark Kaufman & Anna Minton 
Noah & Anne Kennedy 
Lisa Hammersly Kirkland 
Ken & Felicia Kramarz 
The Leader Family 
Mark & Tracy Levie 
Orlando & Marinda Lobo 
Steve & Anne Mahoney 
Tony & Helen Mak 
Larry Mansbach & Bette Caan 
Jack Maslow & Sheryl Hausman 
Jeff & Wendy Meunier 
Chris Millias & Marilyn Lindsay 
Paul & Michele Montgomery 
Jeffrey & Donna Morris 
Elliot & Heidi Morshead 
Oliver & Eve Osborn 
Mike Perigo & Monica Bonny 
Paul & Karen Pieri 
Marty Rafii 
Greg & Marliss Riddle 
Bob & Cris Schonefeld 
Mark & Bev Shwert 
Bruce & Margie Smith 
Steve & Darci Smith 
Karl & Scottie Spurzem 
Michael & Robin Stallman 
Wes &  JoJo Stauffer 
Edward & Linda Steidle 
Max & Claire Straube 
Manuel Tarrazo & Margaret McHugh 
Paula Todd 
The Travers Family 
Jeff & Lori Turnquist 
Jeffrey & Monique Wells 
David & Susan Zec 
Zach & Marlies Zeisler 
Tim & Lily Zhang 
Todd & Diane Ziesing 
 
Contributor up to $499 
 



Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Don Abramson & Julie King 
Anne & Graham Archer 
Curtis Ardourel 
Prosper & Miriam Attias 
Andrey & Irina Belenky 
Jim & Debbie Black 
Tom Bolles 
Rocky & Debbie Botts 
Claudia W. Brisson 
Donna Broughan 
William Broughan 
Andrew & Tina Burt 
Jerry Cahill & Kathy King 
David & Nanci Callaway 
Jerrie Carter 
Peter & Annie Chen 
Mitch Cohen & Wendy Zheutlin 
Bob & Nasealia Cornman 
Craig Corsini 
Herbert Crowhurst 
The Cutting Family Trust 
Peter & Jennifer Daly 
Chris & Jan Davison 
Vicki DeMenno 
Linda Denis 
Judianne Eynon 
Steven & Rebecca Finkbeiner 
Alice Flaherty 
Lindy Flemming 
Richard & Pauline France 
David & Ellyn Gardner 
Jay Gayner & Claudia Gropper 
James Hanretty 
Chris & Arden Hawley 
Michael & Cameron Hinshaw 
Steve & Becky Hlebasko 
The Hunt Family 
Yoki Kamei 
Dr. & Mr. Dean Karnazes 
Bob Kay 
John & Kathleen Kiefer 
Kenneth Kuchman 



Tsai-Lin Kuo & Robert (Bob) Betette 
Martin Kupferman & Sheila Levine 
Clay Lansill 
James Larson 
John & Cheryl Lettieri 
Maryline Lewett 
Angel Llano & Robynn Gaspar 
Hung Can Lung & Ming Hua Yu 
The Purple Lady/Barbara J. Meislin Fund 
Microsoft 
David Minoli 
Rod Moore & Janet Fong 
Patrick Nance & Wendy Shearn 
Mohsen Naser Tavakolian 
Ron & Mikel Naso 
Myra Natter 
Fumiyo Noguchi 
Charles Numbers & Jennifer Schwartz 
Vince Pannepacker & Sharon Sand 
Dave & Jean Pelfini 
Maria Van Buskirk Pitcairn 
Dean Popplewell & Cynthia Wollam 
Iraj Pourmehraban & Suzan Abadian 
Diana Putterman 
Janis Rader 
Lori Restani 
Marilee Rogers 
Sally Rondio 
Tomek Rondio 
Eric Schmitt 
Dan Schwager & Stephanie Zaczek 
Marc & Monica Sherman 
Pamela Shortridge 
Fielding R. Smith 
Susan Sperber 
Fred & Prudence Starr 
John M. Thompson 
Paula Vantrease 
Christopher Wheaton & Molie Malone 
David & Julie Wong 
Chandra & Paul Zieff 
 
Every attempt is made to maintain accurate listings.  Should there be an omission or 
error, please call the Foundation office 924-6793. 
 
 



P2P Page 
 
Our February 11 session was on Challenges of Adolescence, Identifying and Preventing 
High Risk Behaviors in Teens.  Lisa Mei who is a psychologist with the district and 
Thom Kessler, Project coordinator for Tam DistrictÕs Reduction in Binge Drinking 
Program discussed importance of early recognition of these behaviors and understanding 
consequences and impact of this behavior.  There were a lot of questions asked by parents 
with very specific strategies offered. If you would like more details please send an email 
to p2p@tamdistrict.org and we will share more specific information. Also we encourage 
you to attend our next P2P session on Thursday 3/11/2010 which will be a panel who will 
discuss Kids in Crisis: Strategies, Options and Resources. Our speakers for this next 
session are Molly Baron and Bob Casanova, Educational Consultants from McClure, 
Mallory and Baron; Stephanie Stein from Matrix, Ricardo Murguia, Executive Director 
and Founder Coyote Coast and Marcus Small, Executive Director from the Center for 
Restorative Practice. As always our doors open at 6:30pm and program starts at 7:00pm. 
This meeting will be at Kreps Conference Room at Redwood High School. 

 
For more information about P2P and our schedule please visit our website 
www.tamdistrict.org/P2P. 
 
 
Janet Miller 
Sarah Kass 
P2P Coordinators 
 
 

 
College and Career Page 
College & Career Center 
 
Upcoming Activities 
 
FAFSA & Cal Grant Deadline  March 2, 2010    
Mock ACT     March 6, 2010 9:00 to 1:00 CEA 
College of Marin- Counselor  March 9, 2010 11:50 am  Rm. 111 
Mock SAT Subject Tests   March 9, 2010 3:15 to 5:15 Rm. 120 
Mock ACT- Results    March 25, 2010 2:45 to 4:00 Rm. 111 
College of Marin- Placement Tests  April 1, 2010  1:45 to 4:45 Rm. 182 
Combo SAT/ACT    April 1, 2010  2:45 to 4:20 Rm. 120 
NACAC Fair- San Francisco  April 17, 2010 1:30 to 4:00 
Concourse 
WACAC Fair- Sonoma State  May 4, 2010  6:00 to 8:00 Gym 
WACAC Fair- Dominican    May 5, 2010  6:00 to 8:00 Gym 

Sophomores and Juniors at the Fair...  



1. At WACAC College Fairs, please walk around, a bag will be provided for you to 
gather materials. (Colleges will be set up in alphabetical order.)  

2. Visit with colleges and universities that you feel meet your criteria. At WACAC 
and National Fairs, please talk with a college counselor at the Counseling Center 
if you have any questions or need help with your college search.  

3. Attend an information session. The sessions cover a variety of topics; financial 
aid, college testing, athletics, etc. 

The College Visit 
 
The best way to learn which colleges seem right for you is by visiting schools whenever 
you can.  Try some visits during the spring break. 
Here are some hints about visiting schools. 

• If you are staying in town, try to select some local colleges to visit such as U.C. 
Berkeley, Sonoma State University, University of San Francisco and Santa Rosa 
J.C.  These offer a variety of sizes and settings for students to consider. 

• All colleges have a website where they tell you how to arrange a tour.  They will 
let you know when the tours and information sessions are offered and where to go 
on campus to access these.  Some colleges will want you to have a reservation and 
others will not. 

• Make reservations, if necessary, via the internet or telephone.  
• Be on time for your tours as they do not wait for anyone 
• Limit your visits to two schools per day.  This gives you time for a morning 

information session and tour at one school and another in the afternoon.   
• Make time to sit in the cafeteria or student union to observe the students in action 

with each other 
• Ask questions of your tour guide as they are always students.  You can ask 

academic questions such as; how hard do you have to work to be successful?  Do 
professors or TAs teach your classes?  Do your professors know their students?  
Are they friendly and accessible?  What are the computer lab and library hours? 

• Social questions might be; what do students do on weekends?  Do they stay on 
campus or leave?  What is there to do on and off campus?  Are students 
competitive or collaborative?  

• General questions might be; what if I do not get along with the roommate 
assigned to me?  How safe is this campus?  Is there anything you donÕt like about 
it here?  What is the greatest thing about this college? What is the attitude toward 
students, in general, by the college admissions officers, registrar, dorm managers, 
deans, professors and advisors? 

• Take notes and take pictures.  Discuss your tours with the people you were with 
(parents, friends etc) and list those things that were attractive/unattractive to you. 

• If you are traveling some distance to visit schools, find out if they request 
interviews with prospective students.  If they do, try to arrange an interview. 

• If you have interviews scheduled, do your homework and know about the school 
and the majors, special programs and so forth. 

• If your main interests include, Theatre programs, dance, music or the fine arts, 
find about auditions, portfolios, number of productions/shows etc. 



• Remember, private schools keep track of who visits their campuses, sees them at 
college fairs and when they visit the high schools.  Interest and Òface timeÓ are 
important when all else is equal. 

 
 
SAT REMAINING TEST DATES- register online: www.collegeboard.com 
Test Date   Registration Deadline Late Registration 
May 1, 2010   March 25, 2010  April 8, 2010 
June 5, 2010   April 29, 2010  May 13, 2010 
 
ACT REMAINING TEST DATES- register online: www.actstudent.org  
Test Date   Registration Deadline Late Registration 
April 10, 2010  March 5, 2010  March 19, 2010 
June 12, 2010   May 7, 2010   May 21, 2010   
  
 
 

Local Scholarships (partial list) 
 
March 2nd- Marin Education Fund offers multiple scholarships, students must be a 
Marin County resident, planning to attend an accredited college (9 units minimum) and 
demonstrate financial need.  Apply online at www.marineducationfund.org 
 
March 15th- Italian Catholic Federation offers scholarships to high school seniors who 
are Roman Catholic and of Italian descent who have maintained at least a 3.2 GPA.  
Students need to show leadership, provide recommendations and have financial need.  
Applications are available in the College & Career Center. 
 
March 16th- Northern California Cherry Blossom Festival offers two $2,000 
scholarships to graduating seniors of Japanese American descent with a GPA of a 
minimum 2.5.  Applicants should be actively involved in his or her local community.  
Applications are available in the College & Career Center. 
 
March 22nd – Sausalito Woman’s Club offers scholarships to high school seniors who 
are residents of Sausalito or Marin City (living in the 94965 zip code) and 
planning to continue your education in: college, grad school, vocational school or 
art school. s 
 
April 15th- Marin Garden Club offers scholarships for high school seniors who have 
demonstrated interest in horticulture, landscaping, conservation, the environment or 
related fields.  Application is available online at:  www.magc.org 
 
March 26th- The Redwoods Residents’ Council has four to six $2,500 scholarships to 
high school seniors.  Scholastic achievement, school and community service, and 
financial need will be considered in selection of the recipients.  Applications are available 
in the College & Career Center. 



 
March 31st- Rotary Club of Ignacio Foundation- Wulbern Scholarship Fund is 
offering three $2,500 Outstanding Achievement scholarships to students who will be 
attending University of California or California State University schools.  The 
scholarships will be renewable to a maximum of four years and $10,000.  Minimum 3.5 
GPA, SAT score on verbal and math of at least 1200 or ACT equivalent.  Students must 
be a U.S citizen, provide three letters of recommendation.  Selection criteria based on 
academic achievement, quality and completeness of application materials, signed letters 
of recommendation and school and community services.  Applications are available in 
the College & Career Center. 
 
April 20- Corte Madera Community Foundation offers a $1,000 scholarship to a 
graduating senior who is a resident of Corte Madera who has demonstrated exceptional 
volunteer to the community.  (Volunteer service does not have to be in the Town of Corte 
Madera)  Applications are available in the College & Career Center. 
 
TBA- The Redwood Scholarship Fund offers scholarships to graduating Redwood 
seniors who demonstrate financial need, good citizenship, perseverance, good moral 
character, academic achievement and other criteria specific to several endowed awards.  
In addition to the general scholarships there is the Nicole Adams Memorial Scholarship 
for students who participate in a sport at any level, the Sandra Egger Memorial 
Scholarship for students who excel in the visual arts and the Chelini Award for students 
selected by the Counseling Department who have overcome significant obstacles and 
demonstrated character and leadership.  The awards range from about $1000 to $5000.  
The applications are available in the College & Career Center, the Counseling office and 
online.  Completed applications should be turned in to Paula Vantrease in the College & 
Career Center. 
 
The complete scholarship list is located on Prep HQ and is updated on a regular basis. 
 
 
PREP HEADQUARTERS (Prep HQ) 
 
PREP HEADQUARTERS is a free web-based program being used at Redwood High 
School by our counseling department to communicate with students and parents.  You 
will be able to access scholarships, summer programs, college search and SAT/ACT 
information and the financial aid process as well as receive up to date information from 
your studentÕs counselor regarding activities and events happening at school.   
 
We would like to encourage all families to register on PrepHQ.  It is a simple procedure, 
just go to www.redwood.org and go to resource center link.  There you will see the link 
to PrepHQ, click on ÒClick Here to RegisterÓ in the gray box on the left side.  When 
prompted, enter the studentÕs last name and the Redwood student ID number.  Follow the 
registration steps and enter student and parent e-mail address(es) to receive the latest in 
school communication. 
 



 
 
Counseling 
 
 
 

SCHEDULING FOR 2010-11 In March, Counselors will be meeting in groups with all 
students and course selection sheets will be due the following week. If you have questions about 
Honors and/or Advanced Placement classes, including information meetings and entrance 
requirements, look for the AP and Honors Matrix and Calendar which is linked to a yellow bar on 
the redwood.org website home page. Students are required to attend informational meetings before 
signing up for a class. Meeting and test dates & times are also available in the daily TWIG (which you 
can also find online under ÒPublicationsÓ or go directly to http://redwood.org/header.php?page=twig ) 
In addition on the Redwood.org home page there are links to descriptions of many of the electives 
available at Redwood. 
 
We hope that students and parents will work together to plan course selections very carefully Ð so that 
students may meet the requirements both for graduation and their post high school plans. Careful 
planning is essential. A parent signature is required on the request sheet.   

 
Some things to keep in mind when reviewing planned courses: 
 
1. Math, Science, and World Language teachers will be advising their students of the most appropriate 
courses to enroll in. REMEMBER, these recommendations are tentative, being made early in the 
semester and may be revised at the end of the semester depending on student performance.  
 
2. Has Outcome #3 Ð Technology been met? Students are required to meet this Outcome by the end of 
tenth grade or they will be placed in Introduction to Computers in their junior year in order to meet 
this important requirement. Students who will be in the tenth grade or eleventh grade who have not 
met the Outcome need to sign up for the course for next year or in Summer School or take the 
Challenge Exam on one of the remaining test dates: March 25, April 29, or May 20 (additional test 
dates available at Tam and Drake High Schools). 
 
(Note: Before registering for the Computer Proficiency Challenge Exam you must take sample 
tests which must be attached to your registration application. 
Go to:  http://www.tamdistrict.org/instr/assessment/computers/index.htm) 
 
3. Students interested in taking Honors and Advanced Placement courses need to be especially mindful 
of requirements and deadlines. Information about prerequisites and procedure will be available. 
Teachers, counselors, The Post, and the daily TWIG are all sources of information about these classes. 
An AP/Honors Matrix is posted on the Redwood website (redwood.org) as well as a calendar of 
meeting and testing times.  
 
4. Although a D in a course required for graduation will earn high school credit, that same course will 
not be acceptable for college if it is an entrance requirement. For example, a D in a required English 
class should be repeated if the student wants to remain fully eligible for a four-year college. Summer 



School is often the simplest way to repeat courses; please contact your counselor for further 
information. 
 
5. Does your student have any F semester grades in subjects required for graduation? Summer School 
is usually the easiest way to make-up required courses, but if plans do not allow that, then it is 
important to enroll in the repeat classes during the school year.  
 
Please consult your studentÕs counselor if you have questions specific to your studentÕs scheduling 
needs. 
 
It is vital that students return their scheduling request sheets when they are due. Our school course 
schedule is based on the selections that students make, and courses may be dropped if insufficient 
numbers of students are registered. In addition, our school staffing is dependent on our course 
offerings so it is essential that we receive schedule requests from all students. Missing or late schedule 
requests jeopardize the existence of some electives and can limit student choices substantially. 
Counselors will create schedules for students who fail to turn in their own requests and changes may 
not be possible. WE WANT EVERYONE TO HAVE AS MUCH CHOICE AS POSSIBLE, SO 
MAKE SURE THE SCHEDULE REQUEST SHEET GETS TURNED IN ON TIME! 
 

 
 
 

JUNIOR CONFERENCES 
 

Counselors have been busy with conferences with their juniors and are currently making 
appointments for March, April, and May.  During these conferences we typically cover a 
check of graduation requirements and post-high school planning, including a review of 
the college application and search process, required college testing and related topics. 
 
Conferences are scheduled during the school day, between 8:00 AM and 2:30 PM for 45 
minutes to an hour. Counselors can be reached at the following numbers or email 
addresses.  
 
Fran Bozdech  945-3613   or fbozdech@redwood.org  
Kristina Brown 945-3615   or kbrown@redwood.org  
Randel Kelly  945-3627   or rkelly@redwood.org  
Katie Paulsen  945-3614   or kpaulsen@redwood.org  
Tami Wall  945-3682   or wall@redwood.org 
 

 
SOPHOMORE COUNSELING 
 
During the week of March 1, counselors are meeting with their sophomores during PE 
class time to go over many important areas including a review of graduation 
requirements, scheduling information for the Junior year, summer opportunities, 
community service, and a variety of other topics. Schedule selections for next yearÕs 



eleventh graders are due on Tuesday, March 9th in the counseling office, signed by a 
parent. Late schedules lose scheduling priority.  Students will each be given a copy of 
their transcript for reference and planning, and a copy of the Career and College Planning 
Guide to share with their parents and keep for reference. This guide has a wealth of 
information about jobs, careers, college entrance requirements and testing.  
 
8TH GRADE REGISTRATION 
 
Registration for 8th graders is the Thursday, March 18th.  Parents of students in 
RedwoodÕs feeder schools have received a letter giving the dates and times. Other parents 
of potential ninth graders for fall can call the Counseling Office (945-3626 or 924-6200) 
for more information.  
 
 
Academic’s Page 
 
 
 The English Department will host its third Buck-a-Book Used Book Sale on 
Saturday, March 27th from 8-12 in the Redwood High School CEA. 
 We will have 1000Õs of titles for sale from a wide range of genres: fiction, 
biography, cookbooks, travel, self-help, plays, young adult, beginning readers, and lots 
more. 
 All proceeds support the Redwood High School English Department. All books 
are one dollar. If you (or your student) are interested in volunteering during the book sale, 
please contact Steve Hettleman at shettleman@redwood.org. 
 
 
From Our Angle: 
News from the Math Department 
 
Greetings!  The focus of this article is on activities and resources for those students for 
whom mathematics is both a love and a passion.  After all, we have just come through the 
month of hearts and flowers so letÕs give math a little of our love!  Part of the mission of 
the American Mathematical Society (AMS) is to encourage current high school students 
to discover the excitement of mathematics and to follow their mathematical interests 
through college and beyond.  They send us information in order for us to nurture the 
interests of Òfuture mathematical pioneers.Ó  Here are some of the resources they suggest 
for young people: 

1. ÒWho wants to be a mathematician?Ó  www.ams.org/wwtbam/  A game page 
where high school students compete for cash and prizes; the top prize is $1500. 

2. ÒMath in the mediaÓ  www.ams.org/mathmedia  A centralized tracker of articles 
related to mathematics from newspapers and science magazines.  Includes 
reviews of books, plays, films, and TV shows with math themes. 

3. ÒArnold Ross lectures:  http://www.ams.org/meetings/ross-lect.html  The AMS 
sponsors a series of annual lectures for advanced math students.  



4. ÒWeb page for high school math students:  
http://www.ams.org/employment/highschool.html  This web page provides links 
to competitions and contests, posters and tools, math clubs and events, and 
sources for math help. 

5. ÒSummer ProgramsÓ  http://www.ams.org/employment/mathcamps.html  
Provides an up-to-date list and brochures of math camp programs offered around 
the country.  ItÕs a great opportunity for advanced and / or talented math students 
to spend time with other like-minded students and to explore the world of 
mathematical research. 

Here are some of camps whose information is included on their website:  COSMOSÑ
California State Summer School for Mathematics and ScienceÑ held at various UC 
campuses in CA; Stanford University Mathematics Camp (SuMaC) at Stanford;  Summer 
Institute for Mathematics at the U of Washington in Seattle; ALL GIRLS/ALL MATH at 
the U of Nebraska in Lincoln, NE; Math CampÑ held at various locations and sponsored 
by the Mathematical Foundation of America. 
 
Honors math update and information: 
Students who earned an A- or A in algebra 1 or in the first semester of geometry have 
met the first requirement to test for honors math for 2010 Ð 2011.  Students who earned a 
B- or better in honors geometry have also met this requirement.  All eligible students 
should have received a Òsave the dateÓ card from their math teacher during the week after 
the ski week break.  Students will need to continue to earn their A- or better grade in their 
math class (B- or better in honors geometry) at the upcoming April progress report date 
and through the end of the semester.  Students who meet these grade standards are 
eligible to test for honors math.  The test dates and all information comes home in a letter 
to qualified students only.  For more information, go to the Tam District Honors / AP 
matrix at:  http://www.tamdistrict.org/instr/honors/index.htm 
 
DonÕt forget to celebrate ÒPi DayÓ on March 14th!  Ms. Curtaz will be hosting the annual 
recitation of the digits of pi; last year, Thomas Nattestad (currently a tenth grader) 
correctly recited 184 digits.  That is one large piece of pi! 
 
Julianne Schrick 
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LIBRARY LEAVES Ð March 2010 
By Tom Kaun 
Redwood Teacher Librarian 
 



This column is a little different from my usual sharing in this space. I think we are at a 
critical time for education in general and school libraries in particular. A recent blog 
posting (Do Educators Need a Tea Party?) by Joyce Valenza on her Never Ending Search 
blog at the School Library Journal site really got me thinking. 
Dr. Valenza, who is a school librarian in a school district outside of Philadelphia, said, in 
regard to the support for school libraries, "I can feel the grass roots growing. But they 
need a little water, or perhaps, some tea. Daily, my email box and my Twitter stream fill 
with the passionate statements of teacher librarians and classroom educators who see 
what needs to be done, but find themselves continually blocked by stronger powers." 
 
This was my response to the post:  
ÒI agree with everything you say, Joyce, but I'm not sure how to proceed.  
Stephen Krashen for years has beaten the drum for well-stocked libraries in schools 
offering students a rich variety of reading materials, yet in November, at our CSLA 
conference, he admitted he has failed to change much of anything. 
We have study after study demonstrating how good school library programs make a 
measurable difference in student achievement. And yet who pays any attention to the 
results outside of our own small circle and a few brave souls who see and believe? 
We are finally adopting school library student standards in California and I know it will 
lead only to more of the same diminishing programs with excuses being extremely cheap 
in this age of diminishing budgets. 
Anna Koval [TL at Casa Grande High School in Petaluma] just today suggested we start 
wearing black armbands and I'm beginning to see the possibilities in that. 
February is Love Your Library Month. Maybe we should be loving and mourning our 
libraries simultaneously. I know something must be done and I'm wondering where the 
leadership of AASL and ALA are in all this. 
I, for one, will wear a black armband from now on to school and as often as I can 
elsewhere--at least it ought to be a conversation starter.Ó 
 
 

 
 
So this is how IÕm proceeding. 
 



Maybe you'd like to join my armband wearing to mourn the loss of school librarians and 
school libraries across the state, including Marin County where there are only a handful 
of school librarians left in elementary school and a few at middle and high schools. 
 
What do think? Do you think the loss of school library programs is just the price we pay 
for recession? What do you know about your local school library? What have you done to 
support school libraries in your community and elsewhere? 
February was Love Your Library Month but we need to do a lot more than loving our 
libraries--we need to get out there and fight for our libraries! 
Did you know that in President Obama's proposed budget, he does away with separate 
funding for the Increasing Literacy through School Libraries program. This after 
declaring last October Information Literacy Month for the first time ever! Where does he 
think kids are going to learn info lit skills except with the help of their school librarian? 
He has also did not mention public libraries in his jobs creation program even though 
public libraries are the place many people go to find information about jobs and job 
training when time get tough like they currently are. 
We're waiting for leadership in specific and measurable ways and the PresidentÕs budget 
masters, instead, take away or gut proven programs. 
Yes, I am in mourning and yes, I still love my library. 
I certainly hope you do, too. 
How can you help? Write policy makers, including the President 
<www.whitehouse.gov/contact>, Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey 
<woolsey.house.gov/contactemailform.asp>, our Senators, Barbara Boxer and Diane 
Feinstein <boxer.senate.gov/en/contact/policycomments.cfm> and 
<feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=ContactUs.EmailMe> on the Jobs 
for Main Street Act <www.ilovelibraries.org/takeaction/mainstreetact.cfm>, and state 
senator Jay Leno <dist03.casen.govoffice.com/> and state assembly member Jared 
Huffman <democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a06/> to demand support for school and 
public libraries. 
 
 
March 2010 Campus Improvement article for The Post 
 
Suggested headline: QuadÕs Rose Garden coming to life 

 
Redwood Campus Improvement volunteers continued work in the QuadÕs rose 

garden by fertilizing the approximately 32 different varieties of rose bushes, adding 
stepping stones, and creating a patio base for a garden bench. 

Please join us at our next garden party Saturday, March 27 to mulch the roses, 
plant nepeta (aka catmint) and install irrigation tubing. Volunteering for a garden party is 
a great way to earn community service hours and students are credited for time worked 
by family members. No need to sign up, just show up. We have tools and gloves or you 
can bring your own. We hope to see you there! 

 
 
Garden Party Schedule 



  
Meeting times: 9:00 am - Noon 
 
Saturday, March 27: The Quad 
 
Saturday, April 24: TBD 
 
Saturday, May 29: TBD 
 
Saturday, June 5: Amphitheatre 
 
Questions? Contact Lindy Flemming (924.9739)  
Redwood Campus Improvement Committee co-chair 
 
 


