
From the desk of 
Nancy Neu, Principal 
 
 
 
As the first day of school rapidly approaches, I hope that you and your families were able 
to enjoy a fun and relaxing summer vacation.  I always look forward to the first day of 
school:  the incoming freshman, the excitement of fresh ideas and plans, and the new 
additions to staff.   
 
The mission of Redwood High School is to provide opportunities for all students to 
acquire the knowledge, skills and the self-esteem necessary to reach their individual 
potential.  The staff at Redwood has accepted the challenge of providing the finest 
educational opportunities possible for each of our students.  I hope that every student will 
accept the challenge of gaining the most they can from their educational experience. If 
we work together, our children will leave our school as caring, inspired, effective adults.  
Please join with us in the spirit of cooperation and common commitment to make this 
school year their best.     
 
Redwood High Schools offers many different ways for students become involved; from 
athletics to clubs to student leadership organizations.  We encourage all of our students to 
take advantage of all that Redwood has to offer to help make their high school experience 
rich and fulfilling.  For more ways to become involved, please check our website 
www.redwood.org.   
 
IÕm excited to tell you about some new staff members joining us this year.  We have two 
new Assistant Principals, David Sondheim and Chad Stuart.  We also have a new Athletic 
Director and P.E. teacher, Jessica Peisch; Melissa Boles and Scott Buchanan will be 
joining our Science Department; Richard Esteb will be joining our Applied Tech 
Department; Virginia Ferguson will be returning to our English Department and Tara 
Taupier will be returning to our Social Studies Department. 
 
The staff at Redwood High School is committed to providing the very best education for 
your children.  I am excited about the 2009-2010 school year and feel confident that it 
will be successful and rewarding for all our students, families, and staff.  I look forward 
to working with you as a team to support your childÕs learning.  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
August, 2009 

 
 
 
Dear Redwood High School Parents: 
 
Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year.  I realize that high school years can be 
challenging for parents as well as students.  (I know because I had a son and daughter 
who went through those years.  Frankly, at times, I was not sure that we would make it.  
Today I can tell you that they are both self-fulfill ed, productive adults of whom I am so 
proud.)   The good news is that in the Redwood PTSA, you have an organization that will 
provide a partnership with teachers and a network with other parents to support you in 
supporting your child.   
 
PTSA offers each parent an education program, grade level social gatherings to network 
and monthly meetings to keep communication flowing.  We know from research and 
experience that students succeed best when the contact and bonding between parents and 
teachers are strongest.   PTSA also offers a way for you to work on behalf of all students 
at the local, state and national levels.      
 
Although our state and community are challenged in the resources available for 
education, your student will be engaged with great teachers who are supported by 
talented support staff, visionary administrators and dedicated school board members. 
They await your children and have a year of exciting learning and personal growth 
planned for each student.  Redwood High School is a California Distinguished School 
because it offers every student an education to prepare for life.    
 
In a time when education is under siege at the state level, the voices of parents organized 
by PTAÕs are the voices best heard by legislators and elected officials.  Never before have 
we needed those voices as much as we do in 2009.  Let me urge you to join the Redwood 
PTSA and find support and an avenue to contribute to the education of your student and 
all students.   
 
Thank you for the privilege of being a part of your childÕs education.  Thank you for 
being concerned, involved parents.   Have a wonderful school year! 
 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
     MARY JANE BURKE 
     Marin County Superintendent of Schools 
 
      



 
 
September,  2009 
 
   Welcome from the PTSA President 
 
 Welcome to Redwood High School. The Redwood parent-teacher-student 
association, or PTSA, sponsors many programs throughout the year including:  
 
 The Post, an online monthly newsletter found at www.ptsa.org or 
 www.redwood.org  
 
 A parent education series   
 
 A telephone directory of Redwood families with PTSA membership 
  
 Grade level meetings and social gatherings for families 
 
 Monthly PTSA meetings 
 
 An All Night Grad ÒSafe and SoberÓ party 
 
 
 You can meet other parents at monthly PTSA meetings which feature guest 
speakers, Redwood faculty, student representatives and updates from Principal 
Nancy Neu.  These meetings begin at 8:30 am in the Kreps conference room located 
next to the East parking lot. PTSA meeting dates for the 2009-2010 calendar year 
are: 9/3, 10/1, 11/5, 1/7, 2/4, 3/4, 4/1, 5/6 and 5/13. 
 
 I would like to thank our new executive board for providing leadership this 
year. Board members include Mikel Naso, Lisa Berling, Barb Redman, Maria 
Clothier, Elyse Boyar, Anne Slater, and Judy Grosbeck.  Additionally, I would like 
to thank the many PTSA committee members who will assist with our programs this 
year.   
 Take a look at the PTSA website, www.ptsa.org or www.redwood.org  for 
more information on PTSA activities and how to become a member. A Redwood 
student directory is complimentary with each PTSA membership and will be 
distributed in the fall.   
  
 Thank you for your continued support of the Redwood PTSA and for 
participating in our school activities and programs this year.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan Livingston 
President, Redwood PTSA 



  
 
 
 
 
 
Marin County School to Career Partnership 
Marin County School to Career Partnership 
  
It has been a very busy summer for Redwood students doing internships 
with the School to Career Partnership.   Students spent six weeks at their 
internship site learning about a potential career field and experiencing the 
in and out of the work world. Congratulations to the following students: 
Emma Basaran (Marin General ER), Rebecca Pearlstein and Chris Schiller 
(Courtyard by Marriott), Ilaitia Namatasere (Firemanʼs Fund),Jay Bhayani 
(Kaiser-Orthopedics), Emma Rouda (Kaiser-Surgical Sub-Specialties), 
Mayreya Becker (Kaiser-Head and Neck Surgery), Jenna Oh (Kaiser-
Occupational Health),Jason Allen (US Army Corps of Engineers), Jackie 
Gannon( Marin General-Electrocardiography), Matthew Foster (Sacred 
Land Photography), David Bassily (Kasier-Radiology), Jessica Gapoff  and 
Brooke Stemple (Marin County District Attorney), Garret Shaw (City of 
Sausalito-Finance), Lindsay Thimmig (Roco Film), Katy Yukawa 
(UltraHealth Physical Therapy), Letitia Mueller, Aner Zakovitch and Arman 
Mashouf (Intel Computer Center), Olivia Smith and Jacob Hartman (Bright 
Horizons PreSchool), E.J. Celler (Frank Howard Allen Real Estate) and 
Alexander-Clark Gronke (Marin General-Accounting). 
  
Fall internships are from September 28th-November 20th and completed 
internship applications including a teacher recommendation and resume 
are due on September 14. Students work 6 hours a week after school for 9 
weeks. Please come in and see Nancy Westreich in the College and 
Career Center on Mondays and Tuesdays or contact her at Nancy 
Westreich 415-945-3604 or nwestreich@tamdistrict.org for more 
information. 
  
  
Nancy Westreich, School to Career Liaison   
College and Career Center    
Redwood High School  (415) 945-3604 
Tamalpais High School (415) 380-3558  
nwestreich@tamdistrict.org  
 
 



 
Campus Improvement-Art Garden  

 
Are you looking for a fun, quick way to earn community service hours? Join 

Campus Improvement volunteers to weed, prune and generally clean up the Art Garden 
from 9-12 on Saturday, September 12. The Art Garden is that wonderfully creative space 
between the ceramics and photography classrooms. YouÕll feel good about helping make 
this area look its best. Really. And hereÕs the kicker -- students earn community service 
credit for the hours worked by their family members as well. No need to sign up, just 
show up. We have gloves and gardening tools or you can bring your own. We hope to see 
you there! 
 
Work Party Schedule 
  
Meeting times: 9:00 am - Noon 
 
Saturday, September 12: Art Garden 
 
Saturday, October 10: The Quad 
 
Saturday, November 14: Front of school along Doherty Drive 
 
Saturday, January 9: Plant more daffodil bulbs around lunch plaza, prune roses in 
Amphitheatre 
 
Saturday, February 27: The Quad 
 
Saturday, March 27: The Quad 
 
Saturday, April 24: TBD 
 
Saturday, May 29: TBD 
 
Saturday, June 5: Amphitheatre 
 
Questions? Contact Lindy Flemming (924.9739)  
Redwood Campus Improvement co-chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

COLLEGE & CAREER CENTER NEWS  
 

 
PREP HQ Ð REMINDER  
PREP HEADQUARTERS is a free web-based program being used at Redwood High 
School by our counseling department to communicate with students and parents.  You 
will be able to access college representative visits, scholarships, summer programs, 
college search, SAT/ACT information and the financial aid process as well as receive up 
to date information from your studentÕs counselor regarding activities and events 
happening at school.   
 
We would like to encourage all families to register on PrepHQ.  It is a simple procedure, 
just go to www.redwood.org and go to the resource center link.  There you will see the 
link to PrepHQ, click on ÒClick Here to RegisterÓ in the gray box on the left side.  When 
prompted, enter the studentÕs last name and their Redwood ID number.  Follow the 
registration steps and enter student and parent e-mail address(es) to receive the latest in 
school communication.  All freshmen and new transfer students will be added to the 
program within the next few weeks. 
 

COLLEGE NEW S 
 
September is a busy month in the College & Career Center.  Making a viable list of 
colleges to apply to is a valuable step in the admissions process. Seniors should be doing 
research on which colleges will be a Ògood fitÓ for them.  There isnÕt just one school that 
will be perfect.  Students should have a list which includes several ÒreachÓ schools 
(schools that are within the students capability but are competitive), several schools that 
are probably going to admit your student but are still considered competitive and several 
ÒsafetyÓ schools that are most likely going to accept the student into their freshman class. 
 
I will be attending the University of California and The California State University 
CounselorÕs Conferences during the month of September to learn about anything new in 
the admissions process.  I will also attend a variety of meetings throughout the year with 
other colleges and universities so I can better assist your students. 
 
Please feel welcome to visit the College & Career Center (room 111).  If you need a 
college advising appointment, please call me to put a date on the calendar.  My direct 
number is 945-3641.   

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS TESTS 
 
An important part of the college admissions process is the testing.  And an often-asked 
question is: 

Which college admissions test should my student take? 
Which test preparation company is the best? 

 



These questions are posed to me often.  Perhaps this information will be helpful. There 
are two admission tests, the SAT (Reasoning and Subject tests) and the ACT, which are 
acceptable to most colleges.  These two tests are different and occasionally a student will 
score better on one than the other.  Students should send his/her best test score (whether it 
is an SAT or an ACT) to the colleges to which they are applying.   I suggest that students 
take both tests to have as many options as possible. 
 
The SAT is a reasoning test.  It consists of math, verbal and writing sections, each 
earning the student a score of a possible 800 or a top total of 2400.  The ACT tests the 
studentÕs knowledge in four areas; English, Math, Reading, and Science Reasoning with 
each carrying ! of the weight toward the total score of 36.  The writing section on the 
ACT is optional, but we encourage students to take this test.  Colleges know how to 
compare the different scores.   
 
Of course there are also the SAT Subject tests.  The UCÕs (not all colleges) require the 
SAT Subject tests.  In fact, the admission officers want students applying to the UCs to 
take two tests in different areas. An example would be taking one test in the science area 
and another in either Literature or History or Math.  If a student chooses to take the Math 
Subject Test, only the level IIC is accepted by the U.C. The C means itÕs all right to use a 
calculator.  It is best to take the subject test when the student has just completed an area 
of study. This usually occurs in June on the junior year.  There are 20 other subject tests 
possible, many of them are languages.  These tests are administered on a Saturday 
morning.    
 
Be aware of the registration deadlines for the SAT/ACT tests. Students, who sign up late, 
will find that it is then more expensive to take the test.  See the notes following the SAT 
and ACT Schedules below. Both tests have additional fees for sending the score 
information to more colleges ($9.50/school), a change of date or test center, phone 
registration, and rushing scores. 
 
Colleges will accept any admission test scores taken before January  (except Cal Poly and 
San Diego State who will use no score after November) of a studentÕs senior year.  So, if 
students are unhappy with their spring test results, they have several chances, in the fall, 
to re-take the tests.  The SAT offers test dates in Oct., Nov., and Dec., Jan., March, May 
and June.  ACT offers administrations in Sept., Oct., and Dec., Feb., April and June.  
When students send their SAT I test results to a college, The College Board sends all of 
them.  Colleges, however, are interested in the best scores only, so students shouldnÕt 
worry that even their ÒlowÓ scores are viewed.   
 
Both the Counseling Office and the College/Career Center stock the SAT and the ACT 
registration information as well as the accompanying booklets which contain practice 
tests with practical test taking tips.  Stop by and pick them up.  Students are encouraged 
to register for these tests online at the following websites; For the SAT I & II use 
www.collegeboard.com and for the ACT use www.actstudent.org. 
 



There are several test preparation companies offering strategies classes in Marin.  These 
courses typically consist of a series, 12 or so, of group sessions.  Some send tutors to your 
home.  Most test prep classes cost in the neighborhood of $600 +.   There are also several 
tutors on the tutor list are willing to give SAT instruction.   
 
I cannot recommend any particular program over another but I can give you information 
so you can call them and ask any specific questions that you may have.  I hope this helps 
sort out some of your questions.  

 
 

College Admission Test Dates 
 
SAT TEST DATES 2009-2010 
www.collegeboard.com 

TEST DATE TEST REGULAR 
DEADLINE  

LATE 
DEADLINE  

October 10, 2009 SAT & Subject 
Tests 

Sept. 9, 2009 Sept. 23, 2009 

November 7, 2009 SAT & Subject 
Tests 

October 1, 2009 October 15, 2009 

December 5, 2009 SAT & Subject 
Tests 

October 30, 2009 November 12, 
2009 

January 23, 2010 SAT & Subject 
Tests 

December 15, 2009 December 30, 2009 

March 13, 2010 SAT only February 4, 2010 February 18, 2010 
May 1, 2010 SAT & Subject 

Tests 
March 25, 2010 April 8, 2010 

June 5, 2010 SAT & Subject 
Tests 

April 29, 2010 May 13, 2010 

   
FEES:  
SAT Reasoning Fee $45.00 

Subject Test 
Registration Fee 

  20.00 

Language 
w/listening 

  20.00 

Al l other subjects     9.00 
Late Fee   23.00 

Stand by Fee   38.00 
 
ACT TEST DATES Ð 2009-2010 
www.actstudent.org 

TEST DATE REGULAR DEADLINE  LATE DEADLINE  
September 12, 2009 August 7, 2009 August 21, 2009 

October 24, 2009 September 18, 2009 October 2, 2009 
December 12, 2009 November 6, 2009 November 20, 2009 



February 6, 2010 January 5, 2010 January 15, 2010 
April 10, 2010 March 5, 2010 March 19, 2010 
June 12, 2010 May 7, 2010 May 21, 2010 

FEES: 
ACT (No Writing) $32.00 
ACT Plus Writing   47.00 

Late Fee   21.00 
 

 
IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES  

 
Activity  Day Date Location 

Deadline to Request Letters of 
Recommendation from Counselors 

  Counseling Office or Prep HQ 
(located under shared files).  Put 
in request at least one month 
prior to the college application 
deadline. 

APPLICATION NIGHT for seniors & 
parents 

Tuesday October 6 6:30 pm  Place TBA 

UC Application workshop Wednesday October 13 3:15 to 4:00 Computer lab 182 
CSU Application workshop Thursday October 14 3:15 to 4:00 Computer lab 182 
PSAT Saturday October 17 8:00 am  Redwood H/S 
College Night For Juniors & Parents Tuesday Nov. 10 6:30 pm Place TB 
UC & CSU applications due Friday Nov 30 ONLINE 
FINANCIAL AID NIGHT  Tuesday Dec 8 6:30 pm Library 

 
Many College Admissions Representatives visit Redwood High school throughout the 
fall.  Students interested in these schools are encouraged to come to the College & Career 
Center to hear what the representatives say about their schoolÕs atmosphere, majors and 
admission policies.   The following colleges are scheduled to visit in the College & 
Career Center in early September: 
 
Western New England 
College 

Monday, Sept. 14th 7:30 am 

Skidmore College Monday, Sept. 14 7:30 am 
University of Denver Monday, Sept. 14th 7:30 am 
Mills College Tuesday, Sept. 15th 7:30 am 
Pacific University Tuesday, Sept. 15th 7:30 am 
U of British Columbia Tuesday, Sept. 15th 11:50 am 
Portland State Wednesday, Sept. 16th 7:30 am 
Connecticut College Wednesday, Sept. 16th 7:30 am 
Pomona College Tuesday, Sept. 22nd 7:30 am 
Whitman College Tuesday, Sept. 22nd 3:15 pm 
Lafayette  Monday, Sept. 28th 7:30 am 
Northeastern Tuesday, Sept. 29th 7:30 am 
 
As colleges schedule visits to Redwood I will post them daily to Prep HQ. 



Join us in celebrating Redwood teachers and staff all year long… 
 
 The Redwood Staff Appreciation Drawing is a program of the PTSA which 
honors our teachers and staff members with a monthly drawing of gifts, tickets and 
services donated by parents. Popular gifts include retail gift cards (stores, restaurants, 
spas), clever gift baskets, favorite wines, as well as theater or sporting event tickets, 
concerts and lecture tickets. Throughout the year, teacher and staff names are drawn for 
gifts worth $50 or more. We then announce donor family names, their student(s) and 
grade level(s), and the staff recipient at the monthly teacher-staff meetingsÉto much 
applause!  
 We hope you will take this opportunity to say thank you and participate during the 
school year. You may drop off your gift, even last minute event tickets, at Principal 
Nancy NeuÕs office in care of Samantha Miller, her assistant, (945-3620 / 
smiller@tamdistrict.org). You can also contact us directly to make arrangements or use 
the form below and we will gladly get in touch with you later in the year.  
 
Thank you to all the parents who donated for the last raffle in the spring including:  
Antoinette & Kirk Snyder (Bryce 10), Tara Sullivan & Jim Horan (Molly 12), Nancy 
Nemecek & William Ryan (William 12),Veronica Tunnucci (Mick 12), Donna Tranchina 
(RHS Staff), Jean Leutwyler (RHS Staff), Michelle Skeen (Eric 12), Alison & Jim 
Carbone (JD 2009), Vickie Feldstein & Dennis Orwig (Will 10), Judy Paraventi (Travis 
11), Ann Gordon & Alan Lefkof (Teddy 12), Cindy & George Brown (Victoria 12), Jody 
Coker & Mark Dosker (Elliott 12), Lisa & Matthew Wertheim (Carly 2009 / Joshua 10), 
Susan & George Livingston (Emily 2009 / Madison 11), Martha & Steve Petrakis (Steven 
12), Judy & Jonathan Groesbeck (Dustin 11 / Blake 10), Sue DeVinny & Paul Finkle 
(Jenna 2009 / Carly 11), Anne & Mark Slater (Laura 12), Tina & Kelly Burt (Marissa 11)  
 
Ann Gordon     Jody Coker     
apgordon@aol.com    jodycoker@comcast.net 
789-726 924-1590 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

(Please clip and return) 
2009-2010 Redwood Staff Appreciation Drawing 

c/o Sam Miller 
Redwood High School 

395 Doherty Drive 
Larkspur, CA 94939 

Yes, we’d like to donate! 
 
Parent(s) Name    Student   Grade____________ 
 
Phone Number    Email (if preferred)________ ___________ 
 
You can deliver your gift to Sam Miller any day or circle the months you are 
interested in participating and we will contact you: Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan.
 Feb. Mar. Apr. May June 



 
 
    REDWOOD PARENTS 
 
 
 
Dear Redwood Parents, 
    Please join us in welcoming Dr. Angela Browne-Miller. She will speak directly 
following the 8:30 PTSA general meeting in the Kreps conference center Thursday, 
September 3 from 9AM - 10:00 AM. Corte Madera Psychotherapist, educator and author 
Dr. Angela Browne- Miller wi ll discuss material from her new book, Raising Thinking 
Children and Teens.  She will  present information on the following topics:   
 What is school success;     
 How does self-esteem affect learning in teens;   
 What is learning itself;   
 Why organizational skills are important in learning;    
 Why attention issues are relevant in concentration;    
 What does it mean to learn to learn;    
 W hat parents and teens should know about the brainÕs executive control function and 
how the brain organizes itÕs learning processes especially in young people;    
 Why all young people have various types of intelligence and what can be done to 
encourage their abilities. 
  
For more information on Dr. Browne-Miller please log on to www.AngelaBrowne-
Miller.com and DoctorAngela@aol.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Class of 2013 
FRESHMAN PARENT EVENING 
Date:  Thursday, October 8, 2009     
Time:  6:00pm to 8:00pm 
 
Freshman Parents are invited to a casual get-
together sponsored by the PTSA on October 8 
from 6-8pm. Come meet Redwood Principal Nancy 
Neu and David Sondheim, Assistant Principal for 
the freshman class. The gathering will take place at 
the Condy home at 101 Goodhill Road in Kent 
Woodlands. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet 
and greet other freshman parents and 
administration. So, mark your calendars and please 
RSVP to 924-5054 or cbsre@aol.com  by Monday, 
October 5. 
 
Jean Suliteanu and Barbara Kelly 

PTSA Freshman Class Parent Coordinators 
 
Directions to the Condy Home: Take Woodland Avenue to 
the corner of Goodhill Road.  House is on the corner. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Honor Societies Hold Fall Membership Drive 

 
Redwood High School sponsors two academic achievement recognition organizations, 
the California Scholarship Federation and The Redwood Honor Society; membership to 
both societies is open to all qualifying students. 
 
The Fall Membership Drive for both is being held for one week only beginning Monday, 
September 14th at 7:30 A.M. and ending Friday, September 18 at 3:30 P. M. No late 
applications will be accepted. Applicants will need to provide a copy of their grade report 
from the previous semester (spring 2009) for each application. (This is now accessible 
online through eSchool Plus.) CSF applicants need to return the application with one 
dollar and RHS applications need to be accompanied by evidence of ten hours of school 
service during the previous semester. Students should pick up CSF applications and 
return them to the CSF Advisor (who will be announced in the Twig) and RHS 
applications to Mr. Kaun in the Library. Any questions about these procedures should be 
directed to the CSF Advisor or Mr. Kaun respectively.  
This drive is announced daily in the Twig, and posters are placed in all school hallways 
notifying students of the Drive deadlines. It is the responsibility of the student to apply 
during the membership drive. 
 
Important: If, for any reason, students cannot obtain a copy of their grade report on their 
own, the counseling office will accept requests for copies of grade reports until 3:30 on 
Thursday, September 17. Please respect this deadline. 
 
The California Scholarship Federation, a chapter of the California Scholarship 
Federation, provides an opportunity for recognition of academic excellence for students 
carrying four or more subjects (not counting PE and repeated subjects) and who earn a 
minimum of ten CSF points, seven (7) of which must be in academic subjects. Students 
may use a maximum of five courses to earn the ten points needed for membership. 
AÑ 3 points (4 points for up to two honors or AP courses) 
BÑ 1 point (2 points for AP or honors course) 
A grade of ÒDÓ or ÒFÓ in any subject, including PE, disqualifies a student from CSF 
membership for the semester. The student who is otherwise eligible but who in the 
judgment of the adviser and principal is an unworthy citizen may be disqualified from 
semester membership. Our definition of unworthy citizen includes having been 
suspended during the eligibility period, cheating, and violations of the computer use 
policy that resulted in administrative action. 
 
The Redwood Honor Society is a local organization open to any student who has at least 
a ÒBÓ (3.0) average in the semester for which they are applying. The grade in PE does not 
count in determining GPA. A grade lower than a ÒCÓ (C-, D or F) in any subject, 
including PE, AP and honors classes, disqualifies a student from membership for the 
semester. In determining GPA, AP classes and honors grades are given one extra point 
each but a C- or below in an AP class is still grounds for disqualification. 
 



 
 
Besides the grade requirement, RHS also requires that the student contribute ten hours of 
school service in the semester for which they are applying. Only service which is given 
directly to the school, including but not limited to extracurricular athletics, drama 
productions, club meetings and participation, school publications, musical concerts, 
helping at extracurricular school events, peer tutoring, and student leadership and peer 
resource hours beyond regular class time, and service to teachers and other school 
employees outside of regular class time is counted. Students will need to supply adequate 
evidence of school service hours when filling out their Honor Society application. The 
student activities secretary can verify students who participated in extracurricular 
activities, including sports teams and clubs, if lists of participants are maintained for that 
activity.  
 
For both organizations, semester membership is by application only and shall not be 
automatic or compulsory. Retroactive membership will not be granted to any student who 
has failed to submit an application to become a member by the deadline. 
 
Life Membership 
Life membership in CSF is achieved by earning membership four of the last six semesters 
in school, one semester of which must be based on senior grades. Membership privileges 
will be granted ninth graders; however, ninth grade membership does NOT count toward 
life membership. At graduation, life members are entitled to wear a gold cord. 
 
Life membership in the RHS is achieved by fulfilling the qualifications for membership 
for six semesters for students attending Redwood for four years, five semesters for those 
attending for three years, and four semesters for those attending for two years. One 
semesterÕs qualification must be earned in the senior year in the first two instances, two 
senior semesters for the last. Because RHS is a local organization honor society credits 
earned at other schools do not apply. Life members of RHS are entitled to wear a silver 
cord at graduation. 
 
The Sequoians are the parents who run the honor society programs and they would be 
happy to have your participation. In June we recognize those seniors who have achieved 
life membership in one or both organizations. 
 
Information about both societies is available on the Redwood website (redwood.org). 

Submission to Redwood Post September 2009 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



FOCUS ON THE FOUNDATION 
 
Asking for Your Support to Fill the Funding Gap 
Welcome to the 2009 – 2010 school year! As your student and family settle into 
the “back-to-school” routine, it’s time to consider your support and 
involvement in the Redwood community.  
RHSF is the largest fundraising entity at Redwood and the only one that 
supports every department at the school: academics, fine arts, music, athletics, 
scholarship, and campus improvement.  The Foundation directly affects the 
daily lives of students and teachers. It is hard to walk the hallways, courtyards, 
sport fields, or classrooms without seeing the many ways that contributions to 
the Foundation have improved the program and facilities at Redwood.  
Your gift to the Annual Giving Campaign ensures that every student has an 
opportunity to receive a quality education by preserving and strengthening the 
breadth of academic and extra-curricular programs. As a nationally recognized 
Blue Ribbon School and a California Distinguished School, Redwood is a 
model of excellence – the Foundation aims to keep it that way! 
Why support the RHSF?  
The RHSF Board realizes that you have many demands on your family budget 
and charitable dollars. But what could be more important than an investment in 
your child’s education? Redwood is an exceptional public high school that can 
only stay that way with the support of the entire community. As state funding 
for education suffers through the recession and budgets in Sacramento remain 
uncertain, the Foundation strives to help bridge the gap between local and state 
funding and the needs of the Redwood community. Your partnership in our 
fundraising efforts is now more important than ever to sustain the highest 
quality education for our students. 
Opportunities to Give 
In October, you will receive in the mail the 2009-2010 Annual Giving Campaign 
brochure. The Annual Giving goals for this school year are to raise $700,000, 
with 100% participation by Redwood families.  Complete participation is vital 
as a high participation rate helps to secure grants from major donors and local 
foundations which support public education. To meet this goal, we suggest a 
gift of $1000 per student.  But every gift, regardless of its size, is important to 
the Foundation. Tax deductible contributions can be made through pledges, 
cash, credit cards, monthly deductions, or stock transfers. Your donation may 
also qualify for corporate matching funds from your workplace. Donors can 
obtain a matching gift form from their company’s personnel office or the RHS 
Foundation office will assist you.  
 I invite you to join in making a pledge to the Redwood High School 
Foundation now. Every gift makes a difference! If you have any questions 



about the Foundation or are interested in joining our mission, please stop by 
our office located in Room 177- A; call us at 924-6793 or visit our website at 
www.redwoodhsfoundation.com. Speak with Alison Berka, RHSF 
Development Specialist or Catherine Way, Foundation President for further 
information. 
 
 
What is the RHS Foundation Allocation Panel? 
 
The Allocation Panel of the RHS Foundation funds grants in the areas of 
academics, fine arts, student programs, and campus improvement. It is an all-
volunteer panel of parents, teachers, students, and administrators who meet six 
times a year to review grant applications and determine where the majority of 
the Annual Giving Campaign money will be spent. 
 
How the Process Works:  
 
Each fall and spring, grant applications are distributed to all Redwood faculty 
and staff. Parents and students are also eligible to apply for a grant. The 
applications are reviewed by Principal Neu and then eligible applicants 
personally present their grant idea to the entire Allocation Panel for further 
assessment.  The Panel consists of two administrators, two teachers, four 
students and four parents (one from each grade level). After reviewing and 
discussing each grant application on its individual merit, the Panel votes on 
whether or not to fund the request consistent with the Foundation’s mission 
and goals. 
 
This volunteer opportunity is very rewarding.  It gives you a chance to be 
involved with the Foundation, to meet parents, students, teachers, and 
administrators who are working directly with faculty to keep Redwood an 
exceptional high school. 
 
The Allocation Panel volunteers serve for two years.  If you are interested in 
serving as a parent panel member, please contact the RHS Foundation at 
redwoodhsf@hotmail.com or 924-6793. Interested students should contact 
Principal Nancy Neu. 
 
 
 
 



RHS Foundation Ambassadors Reception Ð September 29 
 
The RHS Foundation needs you! Do you want to get more involved with your 
student’s high school experience? Wish you could make a bigger volunteer 
contribution to Redwood? Do you want to learn about what’s happening in the 
classrooms and on campus? 
 
You’re invited to become a Foundation Ambassador! Join our mission and 
spread the word about how the Foundation makes a difference and helps keep 
Redwood an exceptional high school.  Come learn about the Annual Giving 
Campaign goals, meet the current Board members, discover what faculty and 
staff grants were funded last year, and hear about the exciting plans for the ’09-
’10 school term.  
 
RHS Foundation Reception, Tuesday, September 29, 6:30 PM, Kreps 
Conference Center.   
Everyone is invited! 
At RHSF, our goal is simple: we aim to help our school be a rich, memorable, 
fulfilling experience for all students, and to prepare them for the next step in 
their lifelong learning. To achieve that goal, we must invest in high-quality 
programs, facilities, educational resources, and financial support programs so 
that we can continue to provide the best possible learning opportunities. Each 
year, we focus our efforts on those university-wide priority projects—academic 
or administrative—that are needed most urgently on campus. We gratefully 
receive the support of everyone in the Redwood community— alumni, faculty, 
staff, parents, students and friends—as we seek to improve, enhance and enrich 
the student experience one project at a time. Today, we ask for your support. 
With a gift to the Annual Fund, you can ensure that Redwood has the flexibility 
to invest in its most urgent priorities, and help students move towards a bright 
and boundless future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Message from the Redwood High School Foundation  
  
What’s Happening:  A party for everyone hosted by RHS parents!!  Please 
visit www.redwood50.org/merchandise.html  to sign up to attend one of these intriguing 
and beguiling fundraising events this September 11, 19, 27 and October 2, 2009. 
  
Party for Moms of Redwood’s Class of 2012! �Moms of Sophomores: Join us at the 
Kentfield home of Kim Blue, for a fun, festive evening of cocktails and catered hors 
d'oeuvres where mothers of Sophomores can get acquainted, compare notes, laugh and/or 
commiserate about the joys/trials of raising a young teenager!�Date:  Friday, September 
11�Time:  6:00-9:00pm-ish� Hosts:  Kim Blue, Karen Bongiorno, Patricia Duffy, Anita 
Hansen, Dyanne Howley, Janet Polachek, Jennifer Sinclair, Lynn Tallerico 
  
Party like a Swamp Thing! �Get your groove on with the original man plant before he 
turns into compost at the stroke of midnight. Come join us along the Bayou (a.k.a. San 
Clemente Creek). Y'all be doin' The Swamp Thing on the dock, sippin' our Mystery 
Swamp Juice, and dinin' New Orleans' style to LIVE music by Redwood's very own alum 
band "The Itchy Mountain Men". Even The Swamp Thing be ‘Rockin' for 
Redwood’. �When: Saturday, September 19, 2009 �Time: 7:30 'til midnight �Where: Edge 
of the Swamp behind 14 Edgemar Way, Corte Madera �Slimy Hosts: Forsmans, 
Greenburgs, Shermans, Dupars, Tracys, Calzarettas, Aherns, Narlocks, & Purcells 
  
Guys and Gals Mountain Biking Adventure: �Spend a few hours on beautiful Mt. 
Tamalpais with a few Redwood moms who love to ride. Enjoy a post ride brunch...it will 
be worth every pedal stroke. Must be able to ride 2-3 hours. �Hosts: Libby Tracy, Paula 
Johnson and Rochelle Mishkin �Date: Sunday, September 27, 9:00am 
  
Cabaret in the Moonlight�: Enjoy wine, hors d'oeuvres and desserts at the Tiburon home 
of Cindy and George Brown. Lounge around the pool, awed by the view and the Indian 
summer weather, entertained by a variety of wonderful singers and musicians, some 
recent graduates from Redwood. If it's chilly, we'll still enjoy the views from the solarium 
and cabana. �Date: Friday, October 2nd, 7pm �Hosts: The Redwood 50 Steering Committee 
– �Sue Chelini, Eladia Laines Leddy, Nancy Lubamersky, Tom Malvino, Robin Moller, 
Jeannie Perry, Becky Reed, Marilee Rogers, & Veronica Tunucci, Cindy Brown 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

MARIN SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL 
 
 

Important Choices 
 

“Upon graduation, students will be prepared to become engaged citizens who 
contribute individually and collaboratively to address the challenges of a 
dynamic interdependent world.” Excerpt from the draft Tamalpais Union 
Mission Statement 2009 

 
As I read the above excerpt, I found myself thinking that sometimes we parents are so 
caught up with our kids’ preparation for college, and future adult employment that I fear 
we forget that our kids are not just our future’s citizens, they are active members of 
society right now. Citizenship involves an awareness and responsibility for how one’s 
actions affect the community. As parents of youths bounding into adulthood, it is 
important that we encourage and support our youths’ participation in responsible 
citizenship.   
 
As the Redwood PTSA committee chairperson for Marin Safe Routes to Schools, I would 
like to encourage us all to take a moment to note how our kids’ daily commutes impact 
the immediate community as well as the health of the environment. Over twenty percent 
of Marin’s morning commute traffic and seventy percent of Doherty Drive’s morning 
traffic goes to schools. Please review your commute options with your family, and 
evaluate your choices: do you live close enough to walk or bicycle, is there bus service 
available, if you must drive, can you carpool? This concept in the Mission Statement 
comes alive when we guide our youths as participating citizens to making healthier, 
environmentally responsible choices 
 
Tasmin Pesso 
PTSA Committee Chair 
Marin Safe Routes to Schools 
 





 


