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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Nancy Neu
There is a wonderful
Chinese proverb that says,
“If you are planning for a
year, sow rice; if you are
planning for a decade, plant
trees; if you are planning for
a lifetime, educate people.”
At Redwood High School,
every day is an opportunity
to plan for a lifetime.  
If you were one of the

many parents who attended Open House on April 6, you
had an opportunity to meet the Redwood staff and view the
amazing work of our students. I am always impressed with
the number of parents and guests who attend this event;
attendance at Open House and other school events under-
scores the Redwood community’s support of our school,
our students, and our programs. This support, as well as the
hard work of our staff, motivates our students and affirms
their successes.  

Another kind of educational opportunity occurred at the
end of March, when the Every 15 Minutes program was
presented at school. This event brought home the message
that it is never safe or smart to drive a vehicle while under
the influence--or to get into a vehicle driven by someone
under the influence. Many people worked hard to make this
program a success, including the Twin Cities Police
Authority, Larkspur-Corte Madera Fire Department, the
Honorable John Stephen Graham, California Highway
Patrol, Marin County Coroner’s Office, Assistant Principal
LaSandra White, and many parents, students, and staff. My
hope is that the lessons from Every 15 Minutes will stay

FROM THE PTSA PRESIDENT

Elaine Bengle 
I hope this finds Redwood families rested after the spring
break and ready for the flurry of the last few weeks of
school. I'm always amazed at how quickly the last two
months fly by. Our final PTSAmeeting will be Thursday,
May 11, at 8:30 A. M. in Kreps Conference Center.
Please join us and learn what's happening at Redwood. We
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always have a report from the administration, and our stu-
dent representative tells us about ASB activities. At this
meeting we'll vote on next year's PTSA slate. There will be
coffee and snacks, and we're giving away directories!

The Freshman Parent Meet and Greet, held at the home
of Chris and Carey Condy and coordinated by Patty
Shimek, was a resounding success.  Parents spent an enjoy-
able evening getting to know each other in a relaxed, com-
fortable setting.

The Staff Appreciation Luncheon will be on Thursday,
May 18, and is coordinated by Barbara Siskin (461-9566)
and Julie Schwach (435-9980). Please contact them if you’d
like to help with food or gift baskets. I had the good fortune
of attending the event last year; it’s great fun and the staff is
thrilled to have their hard work recognized.

I want to call your attention to the many parent volun-
teers whose generosity of time and talent help make
Redwood run smoothly, and to highlight several who will
be leaving us in June.

Janine DeMartini has coordinated volunteers for several
years. After you filled out the volunteer forms at the begin-
ning of the school year, she compiled all the information
into a data base that is used whenever anyone at the school
needs help. Janine will graduate from the PTSA this year,,
because her younger daughter will graduate from Redwood.

BJ Martin will be graduating as well; what a wonderful
job she’s done keeping the campus beautiful during the 
construction.  Have you noticed the daffodils all over cam-
pus, even around the fire hydrants? The new garden in front
of the Little Theater gives the campus entrance a warm,
welcoming presence.

Kathy Grady and Leslie Cunningham have worked 
tirelessly for the school over the years in many capacities.
They’re organizing Grad Night as their final fling at
Redwood. This is another event that simply couldn’t hap-
pen without the help of parents from all grades.

Whenever there’s a need for parent volunteers, you can
be sure Noreen Kennedy will be in the mix. She’s helped
for years with coordinating student activities.

The PTSA extends gratitude to these parents as well as
the many other “graduating” parents who have been so 
generous in their support.

with our students and have an impact on the decisions they
make throughout their lives.

With the upcoming junior prom and senior ball, it is
important for parents to follow up on the lessons from
Every 15 Minutes. Here are some suggestions:

• If your student is going to a friend’s house for a pre-
party before the dance, contact that friend’s parents and
confirm that the parents will be at home to supervise the
party and that there will not be any alcohol or drugs at the
pre-party.
• Before leaving for the dance, remind your student of the
consequences, both at school and at home, for using, pos-
sessing, selling, or furnishing alcohol or drugs.  
• Ask your student what friends he/she will be going with
to this event.
• Set a curfew. A reasonable curfew is within one or two
hours following the end of the dance or activity.
• Do not permit your student to reserve or stay in a
hotel/motel room following the dance. There is never a
good reason for students, who are also underage, to spend
the night in a hotel room together without adult supervision. 
• Most importantly:  DRUGS AND ALCOHOLARE
NOT PERMITTED. Please note that randomly selected stu-
dents may be searched/tested for drugs and alcohol. If a stu-
dent is searched and found to have drugs or alcohol, the stu-
dent will be escorted off the premises by a school-spon-
sored chaperone and will be unable to stay at the dance. 

Sharing and following these guidelines with your chil-
dren will help them to make safe, wise, sane, smart deci-
sions and choices. Let’s work together to help them succeed
in life. As the proverb says, let’s educate people to plan for
a lifetime.  

Final PTSA meeting
Thursday, May 11
8:30 a.m. in Kreps Conference Center
Please join us and learn what's happening at Redwood.
See the PTSAwebsite redwoodptsa.org for news about
the PTSA.

continued on page 3, column 1
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This brings us to getting organized for next year! Vice
President Barbara Solomon and I have each served for two
consecutive years, and so we are termed out. Working with
Redwood PTSA has been such a rewarding experience; I’ll 
truly miss being part of the board. I want to encourage
those of you who are interested in becoming part of the
board or helping with any of the other volunteer positions
to contact Suman Vyas, nominating chair, at 924-3450. We
need fresh faces! This is a great opportunity to get to know
the parents of your children’s fellow students. It’s fun, inter-
esting, and rewarding, and there’s a job to fit everyone’s tal-
ents and schedule.

Finally, I extend a heartfelt thank you to Peter Martin
and Marianne Rafter, who have generously served as edi-
tors of the Post this year. What an undertaking! The PTSA
is grateful to Marianne and Peter for their superb work in
getting important information to the Redwood community.

I never cease to be amazed by the number of parents
who find the time to help at Redwood. Thanks to all of you.

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Improving Academic Programs
at Redwood
By Bob Ferguson

We are looking closely at the 20-25% of Redwood stu-
dents that are not performing at a high level and who have
received a D or an F in one or more classes. We hope to dis-
cover exactly why these students are receiving these grades.
Is it a reading issue, not doing homework, trouble with the
content? Are some in a class that is just too hard for them,
or is it a combination of things? We are also looking at what
support services currently exist at Redwood for these stu-
dents.

To follow up on these findings and to correct these
issues, we will be either adding to the existing curricula or
creating new classes to meet the needs of these struggling
students at Redwood. In addition, we are looking for new
programs that can be brought into Redwood that would
engage some of these students and get them excited about
high school education. Two of the programs we are explor-
ing are Culinary Art classes and Medical Arts and Science
Careers. We are currently working with the County ROP
program to see how we can bring these classes into the
Tamalpais Union High School District.

We believe that we can maintain and improve the excel-
lent challenging academic programs at Redwood for our
high achieving students, and also better meet the education-
al needs for ALL of our students.

Mark Your Calendar for a Date You

Don't Want to Miss! 

The Lark Theater Youth Film Festival
Sunday, April 30th

You are invited to attend a unique and exciting 
community event that celebrates our local teens and pre-
teens’ filmmaking talent!  The first annual Lark Theater

Youth Film Festival will take place on
April 30th at 1:30 P.M. 

We received 55 entries and will showcase as many as we
can. Following the films, there will be a short Q & A

with the filmmakers, 
then winners announced, and prizes awarded.

Parent Education Night

Join us for PTSA's spring Parent Education Session on
Thursday, April 20, 7 to 8:30 P.M., in the Redwood
Bessie Chin Library. The topic is "Getting Your Student
to Think About the College Application Process."  The
panel of speakers includes Redwood counselors, a pri-
vate college counselor, an expert on summer intern-
ships and programs, and several seasoned parents.
Refreshments will be served. This program is geared to
parents of freshmen and sophomores, and is designed
to complement the Sophomore College Potluck Night.
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SCHOOL DEPARTMENTS

From the Applied Technology
Department
By Joe Downey

AEC and Parent Support Fund Score Big with
Autodesk- Students Get CAD Software

Autodesk has just donated over $50,000 worth of software
to the students in the Architecture, Engineering and
Construction (AEC) Program here at Redwood. Last fall the
Parent Support Fund allocated $7500 for the purchase of
Autodesk Design Academy. This software allows the stu-
dents in the AEC Program access to all the current releases
of all the Computer-Aided Design (CAD) programs that
Autodesk provides. This very generous allocation is much

appreciated. Now, in addition, Autodesk is providing 50
free copies of their Architectural Design and Engineering
CAD programs. These program copies are full software
licenses for students to take home and use.

Later this spring, all advanced AEC students who are
continuing in their studies here at RHS in AEC will receive
their own copies of the software of their choice. These stu-
dents’ licenses are good for one year. If students wished to
buy these licenses, they would be over $1200 for each bun-
dle of software. The commercial value of each bundle is
close to $10,000!! Redwood students in the Architecture,
Engineering and Construction Program are indeed lucky!

A special thank you again to the Parent Support
Foundation for their very generous grant and also to
Autodesk for continuing to support the education of the
engineers, architects, and construction professionals of the
future.

NEWS FOR ALL  STUDENTS AND PARENTS

“p2p”
by Lissa Glassberg
Redwood High School Representative to Tamalpais District
Parent Advisory Committee (TPAC) 

Parent to Parent Connection (p2p) is wrapping up a very
satisfying year, with many well-attended parent meetings
on topics important to parents of students who are strug-
gling in school. We try to help parents whose kids are strug-
gling in school, not only those with Individual Education
Plans (IEP’s) and 504 plans, but also those students not for-
mally identified but still not thriving for a variety of rea-
sons. In this endeavor we are lucky to have the support of
the Tam Union High School District (TUHSD), as well as
of many “veteran” parents whose commitment to their kids’
academic and social success in high school is an inspiration
to us all. Thanks everyone for your support and for coming
to meetings!

Our April 5th meeting concerned “How to Develop Self-

Advocacy Skills in Students with Learning Issues.”  Parents
were encouraged to bring their high school kids to this
meeting, which featured a panel of students who talked
about their own journeys towards self-advocacy, as well as
Dr. Virginia Bassi, a psychiatrist well known locally for her
work with groups of adolescents and teenagers in various
programs.

At our last meeting on May 10, we will offer handout
resources on “Help with Transitions—Into and Out of High
School,” and we will invite comments from parents as to
what TPAC and p2p could be doing to be more effective,
and what issues and concerns you would like us to take
back to the district. All are welcome, but we would be espe-
cially pleased to see parents of next year’s freshmen class
attend this meeting.

Meeting programs begin at 7 P.M. at Kreps Conference
Center at Redwood High School, located near the back
parking lot at the intersection of Lucky and Doherty Drives.
Doors open at 6 P.M. for informal parent discussion and
questions/answers prior to the evening’s program. For more
information contact p2p at p2p@tuhsd.marin.k12.ca.us. All
are welcome!
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Campus Improvement and Beautification 
By B J Martin and Jean Von Berg, RHS Campus Improvement Co-Chairs

On Sunday, March 12th, the "real-
trooper" volunteers showed up in
their wellies and rain ponchos to
install trees and
perennials in front
of the new theatre.
These volunteers
deserve our undy-
ing respect for
dealing with mas-
sive amounts of
mud that devel-
oped as we
amended the soil
and planted the
botanicals in the
pouring rain.
Three hours later,
the theatre looked GOR-
GEOUS! Thank you to
Arntz and Vanir
Construction
Companies for donating
the money needed to
sponsor this project. We are truly
grateful.

The theatre garden features a new
magnolia tree, three eucalyptus ficifo-
lia trees, dwarf and regular bottle-
brush, varigated boxwood, photinia,
several varieties of flax, varigated
pyracantha, achillea, variegated pit-
tosporum, ilex and breath of heaven.
All of these plants are evergreen, low-
maintenance, water-wise (once estab-
lished) and bloom in shades of red,
white and gold (to honor school 

colors and to be compatible
with the exterior paint of
the school). Also installed is a
drip irrigation system.

GIANT hugs to students Matty
Martin, Nick Kawamoto, Elena Abel,
Sean Ryan, Maddie Heck, Amanda
Eckstut, and Sonia Von Berg for being
such hard workers and good sports!
Thanks also to the best parents at
Redwood: Melba Abel, Steve Ryan,
Jerry Nezovich, Chris Martin, Julie
Heck, Ann Harrison, Kathy and Gary
Grady, Jean Von Berg, Rob Hansen,
Erika Brooks, Helen Lambert, and
Karrie Groves. You guys rule!

If you want to be a part of this positive
endeavor and help
Redwood to be a better place to live

and learn, put on work clothes
and bring garden gloves and
tools to one of our next
Campus Improvement work
parties! The weather will be
better next time. Promise.

Thursday, April 20th 1:45pm
The Interior Quad 
(feeding, weeding)
Saturday, April 22nd 9am-12 noon
The Amphitheatre, South Lawn 
(feeding, seeding, planting)
Saturday, May 20th 9am-12 noon
The Amphitheatre, South Lawn
(dressing, planting)
Call either of the Campus
Improvement co-chairs, B.J. Martin
(459-6437) or   Jean Von Berg (927-
2999), if you have questions.

Photographs by BJ and Chris Martin
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PTSAMinutes
March 9, 2006
By Claudia Gropper

The meeting was called to order by
Elaine Bengle, president, at 8:39 A.M.
The minutes of the January 12, 2006,
meeting were approved as submitted.

President’s Report

Elaine thanked Kappy Reed for the
refreshments at the meeting. She also
thanked Pat Shimek who coordinated
the Freshman Parent Meet and Greet.
Elaine reminded everyone about the
annual Teacher Appreciation Luncheon
in May, and that Barbara Siskin and
Julie Schwach, who are in charge, need
help with the organization of the event.
Gift certificates and wine, in addition
to other items, are needed for the raf-
fle. Elaine mentioned that Suman Vyas,
Parliamentarian, is recruiting members
for next year’s PTSA board. Elaine
announced that Bob Ferguson will be
in to discuss the upcoming bond mea-
sure on the June ballot. Elaine men-
tioned that the next and final PTSA
meeting of the year will be held on
May 11, 2006. Elaine said that Susan
Miltner, a parent at Redwood, is work-
ing on an education project about ado-
lescents with emotional disturbances,
and that she is looking to interview
parents about this topic.

Vice-President’s Report

Barbara Solomon announced that a lec-
ture entitled “Getting Your Student to
Think About the College Application
Process” will be held on April 20,
2006, at 7 P.M. in the library. Barbara
is also in charge of staffing for Grad

Night and she is looking for volunteers
for the entire evening, in particular, the
midnight to 3 A.M. shift. She empha-
sized the “safe and sober” aspect of the
event and likened it to an old-fash-
ioned slumber party.

Treasurer’s Report

Elaine Bengle, reporting for Marlene
Foster, reported that there are no
unbudgeted expenses.

Parliamentarian

Suman Vyas is forming the nominating
committee to fill the executive board
and the committee chairs for next
year’s PTSA. She emphasized that the
President and Vice-President positions
are still open, and that she should be
contacted for any positions, including
“co” positions. Suman added that fur-
ther information will be available in
the upcoming issue of the Post.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Campus Improvement

B.J. Martin and Jean Von Berg report-
ed that the next work party will be held
in front of the theatre this Sunday,
March 12, 2006, from 9 A.M. to 12
noon. New landscaping soil will be
placed prior to the $2,000 worth of
planting. B.J. emphasized that these
are low maintenance plants, and that
two truckloads of plants can be planted
in three hours. B.J. mentioned that
Rock ‘N Roll for Redwood has previ-
ously funded the project, so next year
there will have to be some creative
funding. Since B.J. is leaving next
year, “Jerry with the wheelbarrow” has
stepped up to help Jean.

Faculty File

Kathy Grady and Ann Gordon reported
that there were 14 gifts in the drawing
held last Thursday. There are about 100
staff members and with two more
drawings, they encouraged everyone to
donate gifts in order to cover all staff
members. They emphasized that even
repeat gifts are welcome. Ann and
Kathy also spoke about Grad Night,
which will be held on June 8, 2006.
The games and prizes committee are
looking for gifts in the $25 range, or
five large items.  

Redwood Foundation

Elaine Bengle, reporting for Sarah
McGhie, said that we have not quite
reached the $600,000 goal. Elaine
mentioned that there is a new
Redwood site (www.redwoodhsfoun-
dation.com) which will be available
beginning April 1, 2006.

Superintendent’s Report

Elaine welcomed Bob Ferguson, who
spoke about the upcoming $80 million
bond measure on the June ballot. Bob
said that $2 million is set aside for the
landscaping and irrigation project. At
Redwood, the two primary projects
are: 1) a second gym; and 2) a new
pool, including solar energy for heating
of the pool. Tam High needs $6 million
to refurbish  Keyser Hall, where the
mold and water in the walls is so bad
that the walls need to be torn down.
Bob also spoke about two aspects of
the curriculum: 1) a college-bound stu-
dents’ program; and 2) disengaged stu-
dents who are not connecting. Bob
pointed out that there is a waitlist at
Tamiscal, and that 25% of freshmen
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struggle during the first year. He point-
ed out that 9th grade is the critical year
to get involved, and that new programs
will be added to match the needs of
Redwood students. Funding in the
amount of $100,000 is being looked at
to kick start two programs: 1) culinary
arts; and 2) medical science careers
(talks have begun with Kaiser
Hospital). Bob emphasized that all
three high schools are excellent and
that adequate resources are needed to
ensure that kids connect, especially in
9th grade, and that more is done to pre-
pare students for college and careers.
The honors and AP programs are being
scrutinized and also the language pro-
grams since Redwood does not offer
Pacific Rim languages. Bob said that
the passage of the bond is critical.

Principal’s Report

Nancy Neu announced that the Eighth
Grade Parent Information night will be
held tonight and next Thursday, March
16, 2006.

Speaker

Melissa Blaustein, a senior at
Redwood, presented a teen suicide pro-
gram entitled “Prevention Is Possible.”
Melissa first worked on this project for
two years, beginning as a community-
service based project. She noted that
20% of teens have thought about sui-
cide and that it is the third leading
cause of death in the 15 to 24 year-old
age group. Suicide usually results from
mental illness, anxiety, ADD, or
depression, and that it is important to
recognize the risk factors (such as pre-
vious attempts; physical appearance;
self-esteem) and to know the signs
(loss of interest; withdrawal; talking

about death). Melissa talked about the
steps toward prevention. She began the
Marin County Teen Mental Health
Board, and she received funding to
involve many high schools. This pro-
gram will be presented to the Social
Issues classes next month. Melissa pre-
sented a seven-question screening tool,
which will be filled out by students to
assess mental health.

New Business

Elaine has a box of directories and
membership forms for those who did
not receive them. The cost is $30 and
$10 for each additional directory.

Barbara Solomon spoke about the
“Every 15 Minutes” program, which
will be held on March 29 and 30, 2006.

This is a program for juniors and
seniors, sponsored by the California
Highway Patrol, to show the effects of
someone killed every fifteen minutes
by a teen under the influence of drugs
or alcohol. Barbara described it as a
shock program, where the whole stu-
dent body is involved. Students are
pulled from class to completely re-
enact an accident. This is then video-
taped and shown at an assembly the
next day. This year, freshmen and
sophomores will be involved. Barbara
pointed out that the administration is
committed to this program every two
years. She asked for parents to help out
with food for the CHP and the stu-
dents.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:55
A.M.

“A Few Good Women, and Men”
PTSA Slate for 2006 - 2007
The Nominating Committee has nominated the following people for the 2006-
2007 Redwood PTSA Executive Board:
Co-presidents (still in discussion, have 1 interested party but

need a co-president
Vice President Jeannie Perry (new)
Treasurer Marlene Foster  (continuing)
Secretary Jody Coker  (new)
Auditor Cindy Brown (returning, last board position in 2005)
Parliamentarian    Suman Vyas (continuing/new presidents may appoint new 

Parliamentarian if desired as per PTSA bylaws)
Please attend the May 11th PTSAmeeting to vote in the new PTSABoard
Slate. It will be the last general Redwood PTSAmeeting of the year.
Nominations from the floor will be accepted. The Nominating Committee
Chair will report on the nominating process. Please see the PTSAwebsite (red-
woodptsa.org) for further information on the PTSA Slate.
We are still looking for volunteers for the following positions:
PTSA Co-Presidents, Volunteer Coordinator, 2007 Grad Night, Website and
Email Coordinator. Please contact Suman Vyas at 924-3450 or
sumanvyas@comcast.net. Thank you.
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n March 29th and 30th, Redwood stu-
dents learned what it was like to lose a
friend or a classmate to a drunk driving
accident. Every 15 Minutes, a program
sponsored by the California Highway
Patrol and supported by the Twin
Cities Police and all neighboring police
and fire departments, is presented at
Redwood every two years. Beginning
at 8 A.M. on March 29 and continuing
every 15 minutes throughout the day,
the Grim Reaper, played by a member
of the Twin Cities Police Department,
pulled a student out of class and
brought him or her to Kreps
Conference Center, to be processed as  

Every 15 Minutes 
Consequences of a Drunk Driving Accident 

Staged at Redwood
By Barbara Solomon,  photography by  Margaret Catelli

The Twin Cities
Police and
neighboring
police and fire
departments
responded to
the accident.

O
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one of the “living dead.” That student
had his or her face painted white, and a
poster was left in the classroom as a
memorial. After planting “headstones”
in the front parking lot, each of the
“deceased” students then returned to
class, but was not to speak to anyone
for the rest of the day. Following a full
day’s worth of student deaths, the
“deceased” students spent the night on
a retreat with Assistant Principal
LaSandra White. In the meantime,
their parents spent an emotional
evening with Redwood counselors.
The parents wrote letters to their
“deceased” kids, and the
“deceased” kids wrote letters to
their parents.

During the lunch hour that
day, local police and fire depart-
ments staged a car accident
caused by drunk driving, and the
entire student body watched as
two students were taken away
via CHP helicopter and ambu-
lance and the “drunk driver” was taken
to the County Jail. One student victim
went to the hospital, only to find out he
was seriously injured, paralyzed from
the waist down, while two female vic-
tims “died,” one at the scene, and one
was pronounced “dead” at the hospital.
The event was filmed and shown to the
entire student body the following day.
After the junior and senior classes

watched the video, they listened to
emotional readings of letters from the
parents and the student victims. A real
judge sentenced the “drunk” driver to a
lengthy prison term, and local police
and fire officials spoke about the dan-
gers of driving under the influence.
Principal Nancy Neu closed out the
ceremonies, stating that if only one stu-
dent’s life was saved as a result of the
program, it was worth it. We would say
that many lives were saved as a result
of the program, and that the money
was well spent. 

This was the first time the freshmen
and sophomore classes also took part
in the program and learned about the
dangers of drinking and driving. Not
only did they view the staged accident,
but they also watched the video in
small assemblies staged throughout the
school. Afterwards, they discussed the
video with a local police officer and a
Redwood counselor. 

Students
watched as a
“victim” was
put into an
ambulance

A “deceased”
student plant-
ed a “head-
stone” with
his name and
the date of his
death.

A police offi-
cer arrested
the “drunk”
driver and
took him to
the County
Jail.
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Redwood Foundation
Have You Donated Yet?
Although there are less than three months left of the school year, it's
never too late to join the list of parents who have donated to the
Redwood High School Foundation! It's even easier now. Just go to
the web site www.redwoodhsfoundation.com or go to the link at the
Redwood web site. Remember, your donation benefits the Support
Panel, Benchwarmers, the Scholarship Fund, and the Sequoians.
There are many requests from all departments at Redwood that the
Foundation would like to support - the more parent support we get, the
more we can grant to the classrooms, teachers, coaches, and students
that need it. We are still short of the $600,000 goal - and without the Rock ‘N Roll auction proceeds this
year, we are counting on those parents who still haven't given to send a check before the end of the year. A
big “Thank You” to the following parents who have given to the Foundation as of March 13.

 

PHILANTHROPIST - $10,000 +
Nick & Linda Hoppe
The Hothem Family
Catherine Kennedy & Dan Grossman
Bert & Ginny Sandell
Edna Wardlaw Charitable Trust
BENEFACTOR - $5,000 to $9,999
Rick Cattell & Susan Fraekel-Cattell
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Cooper
Jon & Barbara Dickinson
Mr. & Mrs. Houtzager
Charlie Lambert & Helen Korniewicz
Susan Morrow & Ron Rosano
James Parsons & Andrea Hong
Bill & Ronna Sauro
Richard & Noel Stubblefield
Carroll & George Yandell III
PATRON - $2,500 to $4,999
Everett & Katie Ai
Ron & Marcia Antipa
Arntz Family Foundation
Rich & Ronnie Beaumont
Drew Bowman Family
David & Diane Bradford
Jim & Katie Burke
Jim & Alison Carbone
Philippe Chouraki
Daniel & Martha Cliff
Mike & Leslie Cunningham

David & Renee Erle
Eric & Anne Fellows
Catherine Goshay
Anita Hansen & Robert Mittelstaedt
Marje & Tony Helfet
Richard & Katie Hoertkorn
Jerry & Lauren Isaacson
Scott & Susan Kisting
Scott & Jackie Littman
Jacqueline & David Lowenberg
Jeff & Susanne Lyons
Rob & Marsha MacColl
Josh & Kathy Margolis
B.J. & Christopher Martin
Sara & Austin McGhie
Ann & Vince Mulroy
Michael O'Connor
Jeffrey & Darice O'Neill
Laura & David Perry
Mark L. Perry & Melanie P. Pena
Paul & Joette Rea
Mark & Kappy Reed
Paul & Debby Sagues
Rebecca A. Sarokin & Gary P. Kaplan
Mary & Charles Sink
Michael & Robin Stallman
Rick Trautner & Tracy Flanagan
Barbara & Scott Waxman
Dan & Iris Winey

MAJOR DONOR - $1,250 to $2,499
Lisa H. Barry
Phil & Pam Bartlett
Susan & Greg Becker
Ray & Anita Bonneau
Scott & Heidi Caldwell
Roxanne & Stan Cohn
Steve & Julie Compagno
Valerie & Evan Cox
Carl Cox & Gilda Turitz
Deborah & Joel Damon
Linda & Drew Deer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Delman
Erling Eide
Don & Vivien Elsener
Rick & Debbie Fisher
David & Cheryl Ford
Christie Fraser & Ned Ripple
R.E. Gard
Erik & Anne Gilberg
Sanford & Marilyn Goldeen
Laurie Gregory
Jonathan & Judy Groesbeck
Chris Guthrie
Paul J. Hall & Karen J. Hall
Barbara Harmon & Rick Morrison
Craig Hartman & Jan O'Brien
Joel & Betsy Hausman
Donna & Gordon Hazlett
Michelle & Bob Hershy
continued on page 11, column 1
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David Hill & Julie Kastrup
Sheri & Don Joseph
Steve & Jill Kantola
Joe Kells & Terry Heath
Randi & Bob Kerlan
Steve & Julie Kimball
Mr. & Mrs. S. Klansko
Kreitzberg Family Foundation
Alan Lefkof & Ann Gordon
Ann Libbin & Chris Cannon
George & Susan Livingston
Susan & Rob Mathias
Vivian & Steve McClure
Bruce & Janet McLellan
David & Heidi Minnick
Azi Najafi & Siavash Barmand
Myra & Michael Natter
Rob & Cynthia Peterson
PLH2J Fund
Kay & Kevin Pope
Janet & Brian Quint
Becky & Larry Reed
Nigel & Laura Rees, Natalie & Amanda 

Mulay
Barbara & Eric Roberts
Jeff & Joan Roth
Michael Rothschild & Leigh Marriner
Michael Rowbotham & Karin Petersen
Richard & Michelle Ruff
James & Sandee Russell
Becca & Dennis Ryan
Rebecca A. Sarokin & Gary P. Kaplan
Lisa & Gary Schlossberg
Richard & Peggy Schmotter
Hal & Dana Schornstein
Joe & Nancy Segreto
Scott & Jennifer Sinclair
Karl & Scottie Spurzem
Karen & Stanley Stern
James F. Stifler
Thomas & Holly Strobel
Angela & John Supple
Paul & Amy Thimmig
Andi & Steve Thompson
Ann L. Vercoutere
Ashu & Suman Vyas
Rod & Carol Williams
The Haley Wright Family
Cynthia & James Zak
Eric & Debra Ziegler
DONOR - $850 to $1,249
Anonymous
Pam & Clay Akazawa

Ivars & Rita Bars
Lisa & Ron Berg
Randee & Jeffrey Binstock
Whitey & Jo Bluestein
Tom & Janice Bolles
Merrill Boyce
Peter & Dana Bricca
George & Cindy S. Brown
Bob & Derry Bunnell
Susan & Ed Catmull
Joel & Dorothy Chase
Lisa & Chip Cohan
Michael & Mary Connolly
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel P. Corn
Cory & Windy Creath
Ray & Kathie Cummins
Deborah & Joel Damon
Margaux & Dudley De Nador
Mark & Vicki DeMenno
Lavey & Alexandra Derby
Cathy & Mark Devereaux
Joan & Gary Di Furia
Brent & Sara Donaldson
John & Renie Dupar
Vince & Isabel Engel
Janet & Mark Epstein
Gus & DeeAnn Ezcurra
Linda & Bernard Faber
Allan Farovitch & Roberta Steiner
Barbara Fivis
Colleen & Christofer Frasco
Dave & Julie Gannon
Nancy & Bob George
Lauren & Stephen Gertz
Mark Goldrosen & Barbara Solomon
Rob & Cynthia Wong Goldsby
Garret & Shere Goo
Gary & Kathy Grady
Bob & Karrie Groves
Sandra & Robert Guidi
Larry & Stephanie Hart
Melody & Bill Healy
The Helvestine Family
John & Maria Hildebrand
Becky & Steve Hlebasko
Mike & Lita Hoffmann
Iftikhar & Jill Hussain
Neil & Mary James
Booker T. & Nan Jones
Ellen & Doug Kahn
Diane & A.J. Kallet
Martin L. Katz
Michael & Noreen Kennedy

Kevin & Linda Kreitzman
Nori & John Kricensky
Sylvia Kwan & Denis Henmi
Andrew Lapkin
Steve & Annemarie Lechner
Jason Kuobao Lee
Jong Kyu Lee & Soon Bok Lee
Robert & Debra Lewis
Joel & Polly Lewitz
Larry & Lena Lionetti
Beth Logan
Karin & Joe Loscalzo
Nancy Lumbamersky & Brad Wickes
Siu Nam Mak
Todd & Nina Margolis
Kristine Kelley & Jim Martling
Jane M. Meill, MD
Mark & Judy Mesinger
Jeff & Wendy Meunier
Bob & Chris Miller
Kathy & Mark Mindham
Robin & David Moller
Lisa & David Monetta
Nancy Atkinson Mulligan & Kirk 

Mulligan
Jeff & Cami Noble
John & Trish Pappas
Paraventi Jones Family
Patrick & Dominique Pfahl
Frank & Julie Pizzo
The Polarchek Family
Paritem & Nita Poonian
Dean Popplewell & Cynthia Wollam
Pat & Bob Ravasio
Lauren & Rich Reese
Robert & Katherine Renfield
Joseph & Peggy Riley
Nick & Cynthia Rosen
Lisa & Bjorn Sandberg
Rick & Julie Schwach
Bill & Valerie Schwimmer
Roy & Patty Shimek
Mark & Bev Shwert
Jonathan & Mary Sigal
Slivon Family
Laura Talmus & Ace Smith
Margie & Bruce Smith
Matt & Kathleen Smyth
Mike & Caroline Spinrad
Edward & Linda Steidle
Paul & Ellie Stein
Robert & Barbara Stenson
continued on page 12, column 1
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Kincaid Toy & Joyce McDonald Toy
Pete Turner
Eric Von Berg
Nick & Susy Vrouvas
Elyse & Barry Weinstein
Robert Weisberg & Nancie Jordan
Richard Weiss & Nancy Pollak Weiss
Brad & Lei Ann Werner
Peter & Ellen Whalen
Chris Wheaton & Molie Malone
Susan & Hank Wirta
Jeffrey & Stephanie Wong
Alan Yukawa & Suzanne Phister
Diane & Todd Ziesing
SUPPORTER - Up to $849
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Melba P. Abel
Chris & Chris Albrow
Thomas & Birgit Andre
George & Ann Arabian
Dan & Susan Aronovsky
Alissa Arp
Kevin Arthur
Denny Ashkenazy
Janet & Richard Babb
Arnold & Lauren Bacigalupi
Yasfi & Pauline Basaran
Ron Baum & Kathy Sanders
Bonnie & Dwight Bayley
Pat & Sheri Bechelli
Nance Becker & William Keener
Bell Family
Nancy & Jeff Belllinger
Maria & Charles Benet
Piper & Miles Berger
Gene & Lisa Berman
Philip Bickler & Amy Blevins
James & Deborah Black
Mel & Marilyn Blaustein
Sheldon Bloom Family
Carol Bond
Michael Bondi
Mark & Ilse Broadway
Alison & Robert Brown
R. Jolly Brown & Ann L. Philopena
Bill & Cheryl Bry
Susan & Rick Bryson
Kerian Bunch
Machelle Burkstrand
Bill & Lisa Cascio

Igor & Tatiana Cherkas
Michael Ho-Song Chew
Edward & Mianda Chin
Diane Christiansen
Jenny Church
Vica Clinton
Francene Colvin & Elliot Henderson
Randall Cooper & Marian Sichel
Karen Solov & Jack Covington
Dr. Ellen Cutler
Karen Lennox Darmstaedter
Jan & Chris Davison
Ben & Lisa Davoren
Jim & Janine De Martini
Ken & Shawn Demont
Gary Di Furia
John & Lucia Diamond
Leslie Dovbish
Richard & Alison Dumont
George Duncan
Amitabh & Rehka Dutt
Cheryl & Dave Egan
Ada & Clive Endress
Wendy Erickson
Scott & Wendy Ewry
Elinor Craig & Dan Farber
Guillermo & Julie Ferrety
Sheila E. Field
Lucia A. Fiorentino
Brenda Fischer
Alice Flaherty
Martin M. Fleisher & Lisa D. Gurwitch
Lindy Flemming
Stacy & Michael Ford
Myra & Sheldon Freisinger
Carole & Bernard Fried
Armelle & Michael Futterman
Mike & Lisa Gallegioni
Julia & Valery Ganin
Judi A. Gatti
Jay Gayner & Claudia Gropper
Patricia & Peter Gibson
Robert Goddard
Carol Goldberg & Gordon King
Ana Goncalves
Ross & Julie Gondak
Bill & Lorri Gong
Jim & Barbara Gossel
Joy Graustark & Larry Oesterich
Steve & Laurie Gray
Diane E. Green
Mitchell Green
Irene & Fred Greene
Kathy Grey & Kirk Caldwell

Lynda & Jonathan Gross
Snorre & Gail Grunnan
Ellen & Richard Gumbiner
Arthur & Sharon Gurewitz
Mark & Anne Gustafson
Lynn Hanson
Ann Harrison
Sheryl Hausman & Jack Maslow
Brenda & Darrell Hayden
Susan Hewitt
Kay Houghton
Heidi & Ed Hugo
Lynn & Robert Hunt
Kay & Bruce Jones
Kip & Patrice Jones
Elizabeth & Bob Julian
Susie & Gary Kanter
Geff Greenfield & Ellen Karel
Mark Kaufman & Anna Minton
David & Tamara Kennedy
John & Kathleen Kiefer
Alan & Noreen Kimelman
Roy Kissin & BZ Petroff
Pam & Jay Knox
Hisako Kobayashi
Nicole Kowalski & Steven Dunphy
Roger & Liz Krakow
Ken & Felicia Kramarz
Jane Kramer & Mitch Feldman
Kenneth Kuchman
Lou & Britt La Gatta
Carol LaCome & Joe LaCome
Nelson & Lia Lee
Elayne Littman
Sue & Frank Lobedan
Thomas Lubinski
Nancy & Larry Lucas
Denny & Willa Luo
Ted & Carole Lynch
Craig A. & Susan M. MacLeod
Alain Maestracci
Mark & Linda Malatesta
Dave & Nancy Malecek
Dan & Carrie Manza
Steven & Valerie Marais
Tony Lester & Courtney Marshall
John G. Martin
Ned & Anne Martini
Mark & Berta McDonnell
Roberta & Barry McMullan
Lindsay Mead McCrea & John McCrea

continued on page 13, column 1
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Dorothy & Lambert Meyer
Robert Meyer Family
Susan Miltner
Marcus & Suzan Mitchell
Chris & Ann Morrison
Peter & Bonnie Namkung
Mohsen Naser-Tavakolian
Andrea Nathan
Linda Nicolay Nation & Joe Nation
Tom & Liz Nicholson
Tes & Anders Norlin
Pam & Keith Passaretti
Anne & Giancarlo Paterlini
Mark Patrizio
Al & Jonna Peguero
Farideh Petri
Stefani Phipps
Toni & Jeff Piccinini
John & Cara Pieraccini
Nancy & Steve Pollock
Sue Waldman & Russ Pollock
Debbie Levy & Jared Polsky
Sue & Jimmy Pressley
Diana Putterman
Alison Quoyeser & Gerald Kawamoto
Kurt & Nancy Rademacher
Alona & David Rafael
Dave & Sally Ramsey
Su Ranft
Deborah Resnikoff & Jim Dimon
Leonard & Elssy Rifkind
Marianne Rogoff

Rosendahl/Houts
Eliot W. Rowlands
Kirk Runner & Janis Luft
Kelley & Steve Ryan
Susan Saunder
Mr. & Mrs. Saylor
Sean & Sonja Saylor
Jacki Schafer
Lisa Schallenberger & Paul Larson
William Schmetterer
Lorri Schoen & Shannon Blake
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Schulte
Kathy Scott
Randy & Cindi Seitz
Kimberly & Peter Shaplen
M. Sherman & M. Oldman
Jahnavi Shields
William & Glenise Sibbern
In memory of Susan Simondson
Edith, Daniel & Leslie Simonsen
Steven & Darci Smith
Suzanne & Harry Smith
Susan Snyder & Steven Sockolov
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Soda
Vicki & Robin Sodaro
Mylos Sonka & Cheryl Tanasovich
Chris & Natalie Stafford
Robert & Sharon Staley
Glenn & Jessie Sterling
Steven & Beth Stewart
Kim & Kevin Stibich
Larry & Kelly Sultan

Peter & Penny Susko
Sisi Tchehrazi
Charles & Blanca Thompson
Wm & Bonnie Tomkiewicz
Wendy Tonkin
Anthony & Marilyn Treacy
Veronica Tunucci
Nora Turner
Thomas Van Dyck
Jean Von Berg
Jani & Jennifer Vournas
Brock & Mary Wagstaff
Anthony & Kelli Ward
Deborah Ward
Christine Weaver
James & Dottie Wells
Lisa & Matthew Wertheim
Bill Wilson
Laurel Wilson
Lory & Suzy Wiviott
Judi Wong
Bobbie Wunsch
Zach & Marlies Zeisler
Chandra & Paul Zieff
Kory & Linda Zipperstein

JUNIORS AND SENIORS

From the Counseling
Department
Junior Conferences

This is the final reminder about Junior
Conferences for this year. Conferences
typically cover a check of graduation
requirements and post high school
planning, including a review of the col-
lege application and search process,

entrance testing and related topics.
Conferences are scheduled during the
school day, between 8 A.M. and 3 P.M.
for 45 minutes to an hour. Counselors
can be reached at the following num-
bers or email addresses.

The conference scheduling will
continue through May.

Fran Bozdech
945-3613  or
fbozdech@redwood.org 

Kristina Brown
945-3615  or
kbrown@redwood.org 
Sandy Francis
945-3627  or
sfrancis@redwood.org 
Jaemi Naish
945-3614 or
jnaish@redwood.org 
Tami Wall
945-3682 or
wall@redwood.org

Redwood Foundation 
Introduces New Website 
www.redwoodhsfoundation.com
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• Save time to visit the sessions dis-
cussing admission for athletes and/or
the Financial aid Options.
• Make “sticky labels” with your name,
address, and email to leave with the
college reps.
• Check the posters around school to
see which schools will be at the fair.
• Note that the colleges are set in rows
alphabetically.

Cal Day at UC Berkeley will be on
Saturday, April 22nd. Students and
their families will be able to see the
campus in action by attending lectures,
tours, open labs, performances,
exhibits, sporting events, and more.

Summer Employment for Students

Kaiser Permanente in San Rafael,
Novato, and Petaluma is seeking quali-
fied high schools students between the
ages of 16-20 for their L.A.U.N.C.H.
High School Summer Youth
Employment Program.  The program
has space or 10 full-time student 

employees who will work from June
19th through Aug. 11th for a 4-hour
weekly educational session as part of
the employment experience.
Applications are in the College &
Career Center. The deadline is 4/28.06.
Students must be from economically
disadvantaged families.

College Application Process for
Juniors

All junior classes will come to the
College & Career Center beginning
April 3rd to discuss the college appli-
cation process. We will cover the way
the college systems are set up, the
application procedures, financial aid,
assessment testing, visits, college
selection, and much more. The juniors
will receive the College Application
Guide provided and published by the
Tamalpais Unified School District.
The valuable handbook will be helpful
as the students and parents make their
post graduation plans. Please review
all of the material in this book for
guidance and helpful suggestions. I am
now making appointments with juniors
and their parents to discuss the college
search and admissions process. Call
me directly at 945-3641 to make an
appointment.

New York State College Tour

I will visit upstate New York on a col-
lege tour the last week of April. The
colleges I will visit on this tour are
Colgate, Union, Rensselaer, Syracuse,
Skidmore, and Hamilton. I am also vis-
iting the University of Denver in May.

continued on page 15 column 1

NACAC College Fair Thursday April 27 Bill Graham Civic 
Auditorium in San
Francisco.  3-7 P. M.

WACAC East Bay  Saturday April 29 Saint Mary’s College
College Fair Moraga 1-4 P. M.
WAAC Marin County Wednesday May 3 Dominican University
College Fair 6-8 P. M.

Please note that the WACAC (Western Association of College Admissions Counselors)
fairs tend to be a little smaller than the NACAC (National Association of College
Admissions Counselors). The exception is the fair at Saint Mary’s in Moraga. It tradi-
tionally has hundreds of colleges present to speak with students and their families.

Local College Fairs

College & Career
Center News
By Judi Stess

ASAP – Do whatever is necessary to
secure housing at the college of your
choice.
May 1 – National Decision Day.
Students must return the cards provid-
ed by the colleges letting them know
whether they plan to attend. Also let
schools know if you do not plan to
attend. 

Tips for Attending the College Fair
• Develop a list of important criteria by
reflecting on those things that are
important to you.
• Try to know, in advance, which of the
schools have these criteria.
• Develop a list of questions to ask the
college representatives.
• If you don’t have a list of viable
schools, visit the counselor’s table that
evening or the College & Career
Center prior to the event.
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College Decision Perspective

April is the time for seniors to decide
where they will go to school for the
next 4-5 years. This is an exciting but
scary time for the student and their
family. Students might begin by
reviewing the top things they originally
wanted in the college experience. Most
students have visited their top choices
and have a gut reaction to life on those
campuses. Remember what resonated
with you at the schools to which you
chose to apply. Now is the time to real-
ly reflect on questions such as these:
Have I changed any of the criteria I set
for my schools? If all else is equal aca-
demically, what else is really important
to me, sports, access to professors, cli-
mate, life styles and so forth? Visit
again, spend the night, immerse in the
activities of the school, and get to
know a few students. Remember you
are going to college for the next stage
of your life. Talk to your parents about
your choice, but remember it must ulti-
mately be YOUR choice. Your college
success is directly related to how com-
fortable and happy you are with the
classes, the other students, your profes-
sors, the activities offered, and your
surroundings.

SAT/ACT Test Schedules  2006

ACT
Test Date Regular Deadline Late Deadline
*June 10                         May 5                            May 19
*test dates we recommend
If you miss the regular registration deadline, you can register during the late period, but
you must pay an additional nonrefundable late fee. The ACT is given locally at Novato
High School in September, October, December, April, and June. The February test is
given at San Francisco State and other Bay Area locations.
Fees
ACT (No Writing)                 $29.00
ACT Plus Writing                  $43.00
Adding 5th and 6th colleges  $7.00 each
Late registration                     Basic fee plus $18.00
Register at www.actstudent.org

SAT
Test Date                                    Regular Deadline                   Late Deadline
*May 6 April 3                          April 12
*June 3               April 28                     May 10
* Recommended test dates.  We recommend students take the Reasoning Test in May
and the Subject tests in June at the end the course.If you miss the regular deadline, you
may register during the late period, but you must pay an additional nonrefundable late
fee.
Fees
SAT Reasoning Test                  $41.50
Subject Tests registration           $18.00
Language with listening             add $19.00
All other Subject Tests               add $8.00 each
Register at www.collegeboard.com 

For all Scholarships, Community
Service Opportunities, Summer
Activities, and Tutors, please go to the
Redwood website, www.redwood.org
and go to the College & Career Center
page. Community Service opportuni-
ties are also listed on my web page at
the bottom. The information on my half
of the TWIG can be found under the
general information link.

continued on page 16 column 1

I will post pictures and an analysis of
these schools on my webpage on the
Redwood website. You may also feel
free to call to discuss any of these col-
leges with me.

College of Marin Placement Testing 

The last chance to take the placement
tests for COM is Thursday, May 27th
(English at 9:30 A.M. to noon and
Math from 1 – 2 P.M.).
• Priority Registration, Monday, 

May 8th (English 9:30 A.M. – noon
and Math 1 – 2 P.M.) Wednesday, May
10th (Math from 3 – 4 P.M. and
English from 4:40 – 7 P.M.) and
Tuesday, May 16th (Math 10:30 –
11:30 A.M. and English 1-3:30 P.M.).
• Priority registration for classes is
given to students who have completed
the placement testing and who meet
with the counselors.
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I thought that this would be a good time for parents and students to think about
those letters of acceptance or denial of admission to their chosen colleges. This
article seemed to cover many of the issues you will be facing

“Decision Day” 
By Robin Goodman and Anita Gurian

High school seniors wait in anticipation of April 15, when final college admission
announcements are made. We offer tips to help you and your teen get through this
rite of passage. For teens it seems like the most important event of their lives, and
indeed it does start them on a particular course for the future. For parents it can
seem like a reflection of themselves. However, you should keep the whole college
application and selection process in perspective. Above all, remember that accep-
tance or rejection is not a measure of the child's worth nor does it guarantee even-
tual success or failure in life.

Be prepared 

• Keep realistic expectations in mind. It's fine to have schools that are a "reach,"
but don't set your heart on these, and don't feel that the "safety" schools are a last
resort. All schools have something to offer. 
• Don't confuse your ambitions or past disappointments with those of your child.
Parents have the benefit of age and experience and they want the best for their
children. Although teens can profit from parental advice, teens must experience
things for themselves. 
• As much as we would all like to imagine otherwise, there is no such thing as a
perfect college. There is such a thing as a perfect fit or a good enough match to
make the college experience an enriching and enjoyable one. 
• Have a plan for what will happen based on the outcome of the decisions.  Know
ahead of time how you and your teen rank schools; list the pros and cons of each
different place. 

Once you get the news

• To open or not to open. The old fashioned way of judging the decision by the size
and weight of the envelope may no longer hold up. Nevertheless, talk to your child
about how the mail delivery issue is to be handled: phone calls home from school
and letters read over the phone vs. saving the mail for the teen to open. 
• Elicit your teen's feelings about the decision: elation or dejection or relief that it's
over. Be aware that feelings may not be readily apparent or registered right away.
Have some gauge of the peer group culture and standards, as well as how tuned in
or competitive your child is with friends. 

continued on page 17, column 1

New Website for Volunteer
Opportunities
The Center for Volunteer and Nonprofit
Leadership of Marin has installed a new
website to help people find volunteer
opportunities that suit their age, interests,
and location.  Volunteers may register on
this site and track their hours. There is an
updated list of opportunities available on
this site and contact information. You can
find this link on my webpage or you can
go directly to www.cvnl.org and click on
“Volunteer Opportunities in Marin” and
then click on “Register” under “Welcome”.

SUMMER SCHOOL

Summer School will be held
this year at Redwood from
Wednesday, June 14th to

Friday, July 14th. Additional
information can 
be found at: www.

tamdistrict.org/summerschool/ 
Summer School is an 

opportunity for students to meet
the Technology Outcome 

(Intro to Computers), work on
their Portfolio (for Outcomes 
1 and 2), or take a course to

make up for a D or an F grade.
Individual questions should be

directed to your student’s 
counselor. Forms are available

in the counseling office 
beginning on April 17th. 
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• Recognize that the move to college represents a milestone in life for both parent
and child. Regardless of how close or far away the campus, college signifies a
move towards independence and adulthood that should be acknowledged and cele-
brated. 
• Monitor your own attitude. The manner in which the parents and family handle
stress and disappointment and their feelings about higher education will influence
how the teen copes with the situation. 
• Realize that you and your child's reactions may be related to a host of other feel-
ings and issues: fears and desires about moving on. "The letter" represents a con-
crete separation and the fact that there will be a change in the family. Even if the
teen remains living at home during the college years, the roles of parent and child
no doubt will shift as teens take on new responsibilities. 
• For the child with multiple choices, this is a time to consider advantages and dis-
advantages of each option. You may not want to think about it, but nothing is forev-
er and many students transfer. 
• Take time. Regardless of the decisions, plans become clearer over the course of
the next days and weeks, and feelings of either joy or sadness become less intense.
It takes time to adjust to whatever decision you make as a family in spite of the
decisions made by college admissions counselors. 
• Breathe a sigh of relief. No matter what, at least the decision is made! Now every-
one can move forward. 
About the Authors
Robin F. Goodman, Ph.D., Clinical Associate Professor, NYU School of Medicine, is the
Director of www.AboutourKids.org. She is also co-editor of Childhood Revealed: Art
Expressing Pain, Discovery and Hope and frequent contributor to national television and
print media.
Anita Gurian, Ph.D., Clinical Assistant Professor, NYU School of Medicine, is Associate
Editor of the NYU Child Study Center Letter and Executive Editor of www.
AboutOurKids.org. She is also the author of several books for parents and professionals.        

Myths of Higher Education

Schools are either good or bad.
Schools admit the best of all their applicants.
Schools that cost more are of higher quality.
The more rigorous the admission standards, the higher the 
quality of education.
Cost is really important in determining where I can go to school, so I will likely have to
attend a local school.
Test scores are the most important criterion in admissions.
There is only one perfect school for me.
Some secret strategy can get me admitted to a school.
Relying on magazine lists of “Best Colleges” is the best way to determine whether a col-
lege is right for me.
If I don’t know what career I’ll pursue, I can’t really choose a school.
A good school is hard to get into.
Future employers and graduate schools give an edge to those who have degrees from presti-
gious universities.

Free Online 
Test Prep Available

All students in California can
now get free online preparation
for the SAT or ACT on a
University of California spon-
sored Web site on the California
Virtual High School Web
page.http://www.cvhs.org

The Human Race is coming!
This is a fun easy way to raise
money for your club and support
the Center for Volunteer and Non-
profit Leadership of Marin.
Volunteers can work in many areas
during the race or can participate
as a racer/walker and collect dona-
tions for the cause.  The Race is on
Saturday, May 13th at the Marin
Center Fairground and Lagoon in
San Rafael. Information is available
in the College & Career Center.

Final Exam Schedule

Please log on to www.redwood.org for
the final exam schedule.
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School to Career
By Camille Carnes
Photographs by Camille Carnes
Spring Internship News

Redwood High School students are in
the midst of their internship experi-
ences for spring.  I have been visiting
with students at their internship work
sites and am finding that they are

learning a lot of information about
their career fields of interest, are meet
ing their learning goals through their
internship experience, and are enjoying
the opportunity of working with pro-
fessionals in the community. Many stu-
dents have found a further excitement
and motivation to move forward in
pursuing their career fields of interest
because of their experience in their
internship work site.

Youth Health Forums at Marin
General and Kaiser Hospitals

Applications for the Youth Health
Forums at Marin General and Kaiser
Hospitals were due March 25, 2006.
This half-day event provides an oppor-
tunity for students who are interested
in the healthcare field to meet with
doctors, nurses, and other hospital staff
from various departments to learn
more about possible careers in the
healthcare field. A behind-the-scenes
tour of the hospital is also included and
lunch is provided. Attendance to the
Youth Health Forum is one of the pre-
requisites for students who plan to
apply for internships at Marin General,
Kaiser Permanente, Terre Linda, and
Novato Community Hospitals.

For those students who applied to
attend the Youth Health Forum, infor-
mation on dates and times for Kaiser
Permanente and Marin General are list-
ed below. Students who applied for the
Youth Health Forum will be receiving
further information and details about
the event in the beginning of April.  

Kaiser Permanente Youth Health
Forum – Tuesday, April 25, 2006, 8:30
A. M. – 2:30 P. M.
Marin General Youth Health Forum –
Tuesday, May 16, 2006,  
9 A. M.–1 P. M.

Teen CERT (Community Emergency
Response Team)
The Marin County and Mill Valley Fire
Departments, the Southern Marin Fire
District, and the Marin County Office
of Education are partnering on a new
program for Marin County high school
students. Through the Teen CERT pro-
gram, students will be trained to
become members of Community
Emergency Response Teams, preparing
them to respond to disasters and emer-
gencies in their schools and communi-
ties.

As part of the Teen CERT program,
students will receive ten hours of com-
munity service upon completion of the
training. Whenever possible, the stu-
dents completing the training will work
with school administrators as part of
the school emergency response team.
Through this training the Marin
County School to Career Partnership
will also introduce students to careers
in many areas of public safety through
exposing students to summer intern-
ship opportunities, job shadow pro-
grams, site visits, career research, and
informational interviews. The second
day of the training will include a “fire
academy” introducing students to fire-
fighting careers with several “hands-
on” drills and demonstrations.

Teen CERT training dates are as
follows:

Monday, April 17, 2006 
9 A. M. – 4 P. M.

Saturday, April 29, 2006 
9 A. M.– 1 P. M.

Below are interns Alexis Rose (RHS
Junior) at the District
Attorney's Office, and Tamara
Changeux (RHS Sophmore) at The
Lotus Center, Acupuncture Clinic. 
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Parents of Seniors. . .
Pictures Please!
Don't let your Senior be left out of
the Grad Night fun! Please be sure to
get the 4"x6" toddler picture photo-
copy and the 8 1/2" x 11" memory
collage photocopy finished and sent
out sooner, rather than last minute!
The deadline is May 22nd. 
Remember to print the senior's full
name on the back of both of the 
photocopies.
Send Toddler Picture to:   
B.J. Martin
P.O. Box 1785
Ross, CA 94957
Send Memory Collage to:
Rekha Dutt
160 Jamaica St.
Tiburon, CA 94920

Grad Night Volunteers Needed
We need help from lots of parents to make Grad Night a 
success.
Shifts are available.

Wednesday, June 7 - afternoon and evening 
Thursday, June 8 - morning, afternoon, and evening 
Thursday, June 8, during Grad Night itself - 9 P.M. to 
midnight, midnight to 3:00 A.M., and (cleanup) from 
3:30 A.M. to 6 A.M. 

Parents of seniors who don't want to work the party itself
should consider working the set-up or clean-up shifts! No mat-
ter when you help out, we guarantee a good time! 
Contact Barbara Solomon at 924-4628 or
barsolo214@aol.com or Ann Arabian at 927-1408 or
annarabian@whodoweknow.com.  

Summer Internship News

Now is the time to begin thinking
about summer internship opportunities.
Applications for summer internships
will be available after spring break.
The application deadline for summer
internship applications is May 30,
2006. The summer internship program
provides a six-week intensive career
exploration opportunity requiring stu-
dents to spend nine hours per week on
the work-site with a mentor, and
includes a required Career
Management class for students to build

on their professional skills. The sum-
mer internship program begins on June
19 and ends on July 28. See Camille
Carnes, School to Career Liaison, for
answers to questions concerning sum-
mer internships.

Camille Carnes, School to Career
Liaison
Tamalpais High School (415) 380-
3558
Redwood High School (415) 945-3604
College and Career Center
ccarnes@tamdistrict.org

ATTENTION Seniors
If you have earned any awards
or scholarships that you would
like included in the graduation
program, please e-mail them by
May 22, 2006, to Mrs. Bogason
(peggy@redwood.org) 



 
 

Grad Night Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here’s what we parents need to do 
to make Redwood’s Safe, Sober 

Grad Night a sensational one: 

 

PARENTS OF SENIORS: 
 
Don't let your Senior be left out of the Grad Night fun!  Please be sure to send in your 4"x6" toddler 
picture for the “Who’s Who” baby picture contest.  Also, and an 8 1/2" x 11" memory collage – 
anything you like! -- (photo-copies please; these will not be returned!) Get this finished and sent out 
sooner, rather than last minute!  Watch your mail for complete instructions and details.  Remember to 
print the senior's full name on the back of both of the photocopies.  Send Toddler Picture to:   B.J. 
Martin, PO Box 1785, Ross, CA 94957.  Send Memory Collage to: Rekha Dutt, 160 Jamaica St. 

Tiburon, CA 94920.  Any questions, call BJ at 459-6437. 
 
Senior Parents are also welcome to pitch in on any of the areas below! 

 

PARENTS OF JUNIORS, SOPHOMORES AND FRESHMEN: 
 

It’s your turn to pitch in – and remember, what goes around will come 

around when you have a graduating senior!  
 
CASH DONATIONS: Send in your check (for the Phantom Tea Party!) to Karen Stern. She is trying 
hard to meet her goal of $14,000.  So far she is only at about $12,000.  We are also low from the 
community donors, so if you have any connections, this is a great time to tap into them. Send your 
check to Redwood H.S 395 Doherty Drive, Larkspur, CA 94939 
 
GIFTS AND PRIZES:  Send your gift cards, gift certificates, or other gifts and prizes contributions to 
Kathy Grey 461-5674 kagrey@comcast.net or Kathie Cummins 924-5254 katcummins@aol.com.   You 
can send them to school or contact one of the Kathies for instructions and ideas.  Thank you. 
 
VOLUNTEER TO HELP:  The party goes until 4 am. The date is Thursday, June 8.  The staffing needs 
are impressive, and your help is needed.  Please contact Barbara Solomon 924-4628 
barsolo214@aol.com or Ann Arabian 927-1408 annarabian@whodoweknow.com  
 
 
  

 

       Parents who remember to send in baby photos,  
gifts and prizes, and sign up to work the party,  

are so very cool! 

Come on, parental units, 
you CAN do this! 

HELP MAKE GRAD NIGHT ’06 THE BEST EVER!  

mailto:kagrey@comcast.net
mailto:katcummins@aol.com
mailto:barsolo214@aol.com
mailto:annarabian@whodoweknow.com

